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THE PUBLISHER S NOTE 


This is a summary, in. simple English, of all important events 
written in the Ramayana by Valmiki in a big volume of 24 thousand 
verses in Sanskrit. 

It has been prepared after reading the original text, without 
consulting any other work of this nature. 

Names of persons and places with their explanatory notes have 
been appended to the book. 

A few multi-coloured pictures at suitable places have made the 
work more attractive. 

We hope this story of Ramayana will be widely read and appre- 
ciated by all lovers of the Indian classic, especially the children. 
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TRIBUTES TO THE RAMAYANA 


The story of the epic is a part of the texture of the lives of our people. 
Jawaharlal Nehru 


No product of Sanskrit literature has enjoyed a greater popularity in 


India down to the present day than the Ramayana. 
A.A. Macdonell 


High and low, prince and peasant, nobleman, merchant and artisan, 
princesses and shepherdesses, all are quite familiar with the characters and 


stories of the great epic. 
M. Winternitz 


From the peasant in the field and the worker in the factory to the 
highbrow and the scholar, the story of Rama and Sita has been a living one. 
N. Chandrasekhar Iyer 


It is a popular literary work, and more than that it is held in great 
veneration by the Hindus. The pious-minded make a daily recitation of it. It is 
not placed on the floor but is always placed on a plank. Since the writing of 
the epic, it has gained a fame which no other work has to its credit. Brahma 
predicted that the story of Rama would last as long as the mountains stand 


and the rivers flow. 
Varadachari 


PROLOGUE 


A eulogy 


“When Bhagavan Vishnu appeared as Rama in the palace of 
Dasharatha, the Veda appeared as the Ramayana in the cottage of Valmiki.” 


Special feature 


The special feature of the Ramayana as a book of noble thoughts is 
that the characters delineated therein set examples before us. They rise to 
the occasion in the battle of life. They never rest content by simply offering 
precepts. On the contrary, they act in a way that touches the heart. 


The epic by Valmiki isa big volume consisting of twenty-four thousand 
verses and is considered by millions of Hindus as their religious book inas- 
much as it teaches us, through its story, the lesson of noble character. 


A notable point 


The Vedas are mostly in poetry. They were revealed to the sages of 
hoary antiquity. After the Vedas, no work was produced in poetry for a long, 
long time. It was Valmiki who first composed the Ramayana. He is, 
therefore, aptly called the first poet (adi kavi) and the Ramayana, the first 
poetry (adi kavya) of Sanskrit literature. 


Genesis 


1 While going to a river for ablution, Valmiki saw a pair of kraunch 
birds amorously fondling each other. It was a pleasant sight. But, then. 
unfortunately, a cruel fowler darted an arrow at one of the birds which died 
on the spot, leaving the partner (the female) shrieking in separation. Valmiki 


was moved to see the plight of the surviving bird. His tremendous grief at 
once turned into a verse. : 
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“O you man of meanness, attain not any position till eternity, for you 
have killed onc of the pair of kraunches loving each other.” 


Valmiki himself felt astonished to have pronounced a beautiful verse 
full of pathos. While he was pondering over the new situation, there appeared 
Lord Brahma who smilingly thus spoke, ‘ʻO sage, what you have pronounced 
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just now was the result of my will. This verse will be a model for your poetic 
composition in future. You have already heard from Narada the feats of 
Shri Rama Chandra. Now compose his story in poetry. Your work will last 
for ever." So saying, the Lord disappeared, and Valmiki started his poetry in 
pursuance of the Lord's instructions. 


A peculiarity 

Valmiki wrote twenty-four units, each consisting of one thousand 
verses. He put the first letter of the Gayatri mantra in the beginning of the 
initial verse of the first unit and the second letter of the Gayatri in the beginn- 
ing of the initial verse of the second unit and so on. Thus he continued till he 
reached the final letter of the Gayatri which he used for the initial verse of 
the 24th unit of his epic. How enamoured Valmiki was of Gayatri, the 


essence of the Vedas ! 


(i) 
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EPILOGUE 


Whosoever reads or listens to the recitation of the Ramayana, | 
composed by Vālmīki, enjoys longevity and also attains various virtues, 
mundane prosperity, spousal love, and the final emancipatory bliss. 

Valmiki composed this story, and it had Brahma’s endorsement. This 
composition is known as the Premier Poetry. 


Victory to Lord Vishnu 


CANTO 1! 


BALA-KANDA 


= 


Dasharatha, the King of Ayodhya : 

Long, long ago, Ayodhya, situated onthe bank 
of Sarayu, was a very spacious and prosperous 
city. 

It was the capital of Koshala, a well known 
state of our country in those days. At the time 
with which our story is connected, Dasharatha 
ruled over it. He was brave and chivalrous and a 
very efficient archer. During his reign all people 
were happy and virtuous, discharging their duties 
according to the rules laid down in the religious 
books. | 

The king's cabinet consisted of eight senior 
and six junior ministers. Vasishtha and Vamadeva 
were his chief priests. 


Dasharatha had three queens—Kaushalya, 
Kaikeyi and Sumitra — but had no child. Requested 
by the king, a great sage, Rishyashringa, performed 
areligious ceremony eat the completion of which a 
deity appeared with a bowl of some divine food 
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and wanted the king to accept the sweet dish and 
to distribute it among the queens. The king obeyed. 
The queens ate the miraculous food and after the 
expiry of about a year Kaushalya gave birth to 
Rama; Kaikeyi to Bharata; and  Sumitra to 
Lakshmana and Shatrughna who were twins. 


The new born babies, who were Divine incar- 
nations, gradually attained handsome boyhood. 
While Rama and Bharata were wheatish in colour; 
Lakshmana and Shatrughna were fair in complexion. 
All the four loved each other very much, but 
Lakshmana had special affinity with Rama; and 
Shatrughana with Bharata. 


They studied various arts and sciences in the 
school of Vasishtha and endeared themselves to all 
people who held them in high respect for their 
learning, good conduct and amicable behaviour. 


The Princes: Adventure with the Monsters : 


When the princes were teen-agers, Vishwa- 
mitra, a sage of repute, came to see Dasharatha. 
He informed the king that his routine of worship 
was being disturbed by some Rakshasas indulging 
in violence. 

King—I am at your disposal, Sir. What can | do 
for you ? 
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Vishwamitra— There are two very mischievous 
demons, Subahu and Maricha, living in the neigh- 
bourhood of my cottage. Whenever | start my 
sacrificial rituals, they come on jumping and spoil 
the atmosphere. | cannot bear that harm and | feel 
much perplexed. | wish you could depute your 
eldest prince, Rama Chandra, to put an end to both 
of them. 

As the King was very fond of his sons and 
especialy of Rama, he felt very much upset at 
the sage's request. He said, "Sir, my son, Rama, 
is young and delicate. How can | send him to fight 
with the demons ?" 


Vishwamitra got very angry with the King for 
not sending Rama. Then Vasishtha told the King 
about the might and ability of Vishwamitra under 
whose protection nobody could harm Rama in 
any Way. 

Knowing for certain that his son would be 
perfectly safe, Dasharatha felt happy and told 
Ràma to go with Vishwamitra. Thereafter Vishwa- 
mitra left for his cottage;and Rama, accompanied 
by Lakshmana, followed him. Both the princes 
had with them various arms and armours needed 


for the fight. 
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When the party of the three reached the 
outskirts of Ayodhya, it made a short halt on the 
bank of Sarayü. There Vishwamitra initiated Rama 
into many mystic formulae and imparted to him a 
couple of secret techniques with the result that 
Ràma became an unconquerable and eminent 
warrior. 


Sarayu to Siddhashrama : 


The three travellers had to make their way to 
Siddhashrama, the cottage of Vishwamitra, through 
adense forest where a female demoness had 
made her house. She was the daughter of 
Suketu, the wife of Sunda and the mother of 
Maricha. Her name was Tadaka. 


Having come to know, from Vishwamitra, 
about many cruel acts done by Tadaka, Rama 
made up his mind to kill her. Pulling the string of 
his bow, Rama produced a mighty sound. On 
hearing it, Tadaka got furious and attacked Rama 
.and Lakshmana. After a fierce fight, the brave 
princes succeeded in felling her to the ground to 
breathe her last. 


They spent the night in that forest. The next 
morning, Vishwamitra taught the use of various 
missiles to Rama. Thereafter he took the princes 
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to his cottage. Rama and Lakshmana guarded the 
place against the demons for five days. It was on 
the sixth day that the sacrificial fire was lit. No 
sooner were the sacred words spoken by the 
sages than there arose a dreadful noise in the sky. 
Maricha and Subahu, followed by their helpers, 
rushed to spoil the sacrifice by throwing streams 
of blood on it. 

Rama was ready to meet the challenge. He 
darted a '.MANAVA' missile at Maricha who was 
thrown very very far away at the Ssea-shore. 
Subahu was done to death by an 'AGNEYA"' missile, 
and the rest were killed with a weapon called 
'VĀYAVYA'. 

Watching the fall of all the bad characters, 


Vishwamitra felt very happy and expressed his 
gratitude to Rama. 


Siddhashrama to Mithila : 

Having enjoyed a sound sleep that night, Rama 
and Lakshmana woke up in the dawn and got 
ready to receive further instructions from 
Vishwamitra. 

The indwellers of the Ashrama including their 


Chief, viz, Vishwamitra, were ready to go to Mithila 
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to witness a religious ritual organised by its ruler, 
King Janaka. They desired Rama and Lakshmana 
also to accompany them to see a special bow 
presented to the King by the deities. The princes 
liked the idea of joining the party. 


The party of the sages had one hundred 


vehicles carrying all the necessary things required 
for daily use during the journey. 


The first halt took place on the banks of 
Shona (modern Sone) where the princes attentively 
listened to some interesting traditional tales told 
by Vishwamitra during the leisure before sleeping. 


The next siup in the journey was on the banks 
of Ganga, where Viswamitra told Rama and 
Lakhshmana details about the Ganges, the birth 
of Kartikiya and the churning of the milky ocean. 


Not very far from that place was a town, 
Vishala by name. When Sumati, the ruler thereof, 
came to know about Vishwamitra’s whereabouts, 


he invited the party for a dinner and rest during 
that night. 


Rama's visit to Ahalya's Hermitage : 


Next moning these people left Vishala for 
Mithila. There was an attractive but deserted 
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garden on the outskirts of the city. It belonged to 
a sage named Gautama. At that time, his wife, 
Ahalya, was busy doing meditation. Rama and 
Lakshmana entered the garden and paid homage 
to her by touching her feet; and she on her part, 


received and entertained the guests very cordially 
with water and fruits. Ahalya felt purified by 
Rama’s visit to her cottage. Gautama was also 
very happy to see the princes. Ahalya and Gautama 
resumed their routine of worship; and the party 
made its way towards Mithila. Janaka-puri was 
another name of Mithila. 


Having come to know of Vishwamitra's arrival 
inthe capital, King Janaka offered him and the party 
a hearty welcome. Asked by the king as to who 
the two handsome princes were, Vishwamitra 
introduced to him both Rama and Lakshmana and 
told him in detail what they had done on the way 
from Ayodhya to Siddhashrama. He also informed 
him of the princes’ visit to the cottage af Gautama 
and Ahalya, 


Shatananda, Janaka’s priest, was the eldest 
son of Gautama and Ahalya. He was also there 
with the king; and he felt extremely happy to 
know about the welfare of his parents. There- 
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after Shatananda related to Rama the biography of 
Vishwamitra. 


Shiva's Bow : 


The next morning, Janaka invited Vishwamitra, 


Rama and Lakshmana to his palace. Vishwamitra 
asked the king to show the special bow to the 


princes. Janaka agreed and said, “This bow 
primarily belonged to Lord Shiva, who handed it 
over to a forefather of mine. | have made a vow 
that whosoever lifts it up and puts a string on it, 


WW get the hand of my foster-daughter, Sita,in 
marriage. She is not born of any parents. One 


day, while ploughing a field, | found her coming 


out from the earth. Several chiefs and princes 


have come over here to test their strength in 
lifting Shivas bow with a view to winning the 
hand of Sita, but none has succeeded so far. | 


shall show it to Rama and if he can lift it up, | will 
marry my daughter to him.” 


After saying so, Janaka ordered his secretaries 
to bring the great bow which was worshipped like 
a deity every day with sandal-paste and garlands. 
It was kept in a steel chest which was moved on 


a vehicle with eight wheels. Many people had to 
draw it. 
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Janaka requested Vishwamitra to show the 
bow to the princes. Vishwamitra asked Rama 
to see it. Rama walked to the vehicle on which 
the chest was put. He lifted the lid of the chest 
and looked at the bow. Rama said. “l can lift it up 
and will be able to put the string on it.” Both 
Janaka and Vishwamitra permitted him to do so. 
Ràma then easily held the bow in the middle and 
lifted it up. He tied the string tightly on its two 
ends. 


While he was finally pulling the string, the bow 
broke into two, causing a harsh sound. 


Janaka's joy was mingled with astonishment. 
with folded hands he said to Vishwamitra, "Sir, | 
shall fulfil my promise. | will give Sita to Rama in 
marriage. ! want your permission to send my 
ministers tO Ayodhya. They will escort King 
Dashartha to Mithila to participate in the wedding.” 


The Marriage is Celebrated : 

Having got Vishwamitra's consent, Janaka's 
people took three days to reach Ayodhya and 
delivered the royal message to king Dasharatha. 

It was but natural for Dasharathato feel very 
joyous. He conveyed the news to his priests and 


members of the cabinet. All were pleased to know 
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about Rama's strength and decided to undertake 
the journey to Mithila the next day. 


Dasharatha and his party received a very 
cordial welcome from Janaka. Rama and Lakshmana 
touched their father's feet and had his blessings. 


Janaka sent for his younger brother, Kusha- 
dhwaja from Sankashya, a town where he lived, to 
participate in the celebration of Sita's marriage. 


Kushadhwaja made it convenient to reach Mithila 
as soon as he could. 


At the outset of the ceremony, Dasharatha 
requested Vasishtha to pronounce names of three 
ancestors on the groom's side. Vasishtha did SO, 
and then made a formal proposal to Janaka to give 
Sita and Urmilà, Janaka's younger daughter, in 
marriage to Rama and Lakshmana respectively. 

Then Janaka recited the names of his three 
ancestors and said, “I offer the hands of Sita and 
Urmila to Rama and Lakshmana respectively and 
the marriage will be performed under the Uttara- 
phalguni star coming off on the third day." 


Vishwamitra then proposed the marriage of 
Mandavi and Shrutakirti, both Kushadhwaja's 
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daughters, with Bharata and Shatrughna respecti- 
vely, to which Janaka readily agreed. 


Thereafter, the marriage of Sita with Rama, of 
Mandavi with Bharata, of Urmilà with Lakshmana, 
and of Shrutakirti with Shatrughna was celebrated 
with all gaiety and royal pomp and show on the 
prescribed day. 


Encounter with Parashurama 

The next morning Vishwamitra took leave of 
Janaka and Dasharatha, and went towards the 
Himalayas. 


Janaka presented plenty of jewellery and other 
things to the brides and bridegrooms. Thereafter 
Dasharatha, along with the marriage party, left for 
Ayodhya. 

On the way, the breeze suddenly seemed to be 
turning into a tornado with the result that the 
atmosphere became dark,and many people fainted. 
After a short while, the elderly persons such as 
Vasishtha saw Parashurama marching towards 
them. They felt upset, but tried to minimise their 
fear about an untoward situation by offering him 
water, flowers and fruits. Parashurama accepted 
them and turned towards Rama. He said, “O son 
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of Dasharatha, | have heard about your strength. 
You have broken Shiva's bow. l-have personally 
come to test your strength. | have another bow 
which primarily belonged to Vishnu. Have it and 
try to string it. In case you succeed in doing so, 
| will have a duel witn you." 


At this King Dasharatha turned pale. With 
folded hands he requested Parashurama to desist 
from having a duel with Rama. But Parashurama 
paid no attention to the King's request and insisted 
on Rama's trying the bow of Lord Vishnu. 


Ràma came forward and said, "Sir, | am aware 
of the various feats of your bravery, but you 
seem to be underrating my strength which you 
will see forthwith." So saying, he showed some 
indignation and with agility took the bow and 
arrow from Parashurama. Having quickly stringed 
the bow and put the arrow thereon, he said to 
Parashurama, “Being a brahmana, you are venerable 
to us. Therefore | will not kill you. But this 
effort of mine must have some effect. | simply 
stop your movement.” 

His pride being subdued, Parashurama spoke 
to Rama in all humility, "| now understand that you 


12 


THE RAMAYANA 

are Vishnu in human form. | pray to you, my 
Lord, not to stop my movement. | shall go to 
mount Mahendra where I shall spend my time in 
worship and meditation. Save me and throw this 
arrow at random." 

Rama shot his arrow without any definite aim. 
Parashurama then went round Shri Rama Chandra 
and made his way to the mountain. 


Home- coming 

Rama handed over Vishnu's bow to Varuna 
and consoled Dasharatha, who was still feeling 
nervous, by telling him that Parashurama had gone 
away. 

Thereafter the marriage party resumed its 
journey to Ayodhya, where the arrival of brides 
and bridegrooms was a special occasion of much 
gaiety and joy. The queens welcomed their four 
sons and daughters-in-law. 

The entire city seemed to be plunged in 
delight. 

Time passed on in glee and joy. 

One day Dasharatha allowed Bharata to go 
with Yudhajit, his maternal uncle, who had come to 
Ayodhya to take him to Kekaya. 


Shatrughna accompanied Bharata. 
13 
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AYODHYA-KANDA 


Announcement of Rama's coronation : 


King Dasharatha had a mind to transfer the 
crown to Rama Chandra, the prince royal. He 
convened a meeting of distinguished citizens and 
chiefs of states to get their views on this point. 
The King's proposal won approval of the assembly. 
At this he felt very happy and requested the chief 


priest, Vasishtha, to do the needful for Raàma's 
coronation. 


Vasishtha issued instructions for collection of 
auspicious articles needed for the occasion and 
also for decorating the entire city of Ayodhya. 


Dasharatha then sent for Rama, who drove to 
the palace and received his father's blessings. The 
King informed Ràma of the assembly's decision 
regarding his coronation. Some of Ràma's friends 
were also there. No sooner did they get the news 
from the King than they swiftly proceeded to 
convey it to Kaushalya who, in her great joy, 
presented valuable articles to them. 
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Ràma returned to his residence. 


Observation of religious discipline : 

After a while, Dasharatha again called Rama 
and told him that since the ceremony of coronation 
would be celebrated the next day, he along with 
Sita, should observe the religious discipline such as 
sleeping on beds of Kusha grass during that night. 
Ràma agreed and then went to the palace of his 
mother. Sita, Sumitra and Lakshmana had already 
arrived there. At that time, Kaushalya was medita- 
ting on Lord Vishnu. Rama said to her, “Mother, | 
am desired by father to look after the Kingdom. 
My coronation comes off tomorrow. Sita and 
myself will, therefore, spend the night in worship 
and meditation.” 


Asking Lakshmana to share with him the royal 
jubilation, Rama took leave of Kaushalya, Sumitra 
and Sita: and went to his own princely lodge. 


Manthara turns Kaikeyi hostile : 

The entire city of Ayodhya was full of joy 
and delight which Manthara, Kaikeyi's maid, 
Observed from the roof of the queen's palace. 
Desirous of knowing Why the city was being so 
lavishly beautified, she enquired of a local matron 
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the reason thereof. The matron told her that the 
decoration of the capital was in honour of Ràma's 
coronation. On receiving this news, Mantharà felt 
jealous, descended from the roof, and made her 
way to the apartment where Kaikeyi was resting. 
Manthara then conveyed the news of Rama's 
coronation to the queen, who felt so happy that 
she presented a necklace to the maid. 


But Manthara, a jealous and worthless woman, 
was intent upon doing a great mischief. She 
argued against Rama and Kaushalya who would, in 
her opinion, expel Kaikeyi and Bharata from royal 
authority. Manthara went on speaking for hours 
against Rama with the result that Kaikeyi first 
got fickle and then, eventually, turned into an 
absolutely hostile woman. 


Kaikeyi enters a dark room : 

Kaikeyi asked Manthara what was to be done 
to bring Bharata into power. Manthara said, "My 
dear madam, do you not remember that the king, 
your good husband, once promised to grant you 
two boons when you saved his life in a battle with 
demons in a town known as Vaijayanta near a 
forest in the south ? You yourself related 
that incident to me, and ! clearly recollect that at 
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that time you did not ask the king for any favour. 
But, my dear queen, the proper opportunity for 
asking those two boons has now come. Why do 
you not ask the king to install your own son, 
Bharata, on the throne ? This should be your first 
boon; and as regards the second one, tell your 
husband to exile Rama, the son of Kaushalya, into 
forest for full fourteen years, so that the people 
of Ayodhya totally forget him. You are dearest 
to the king who can dare not say ‘No’ to your 
wishes. Pretend to be very angry with him on the 
plea of his taking the decision of making Rama the 
king and stop talking to him until he asks you to tell 
him what you really want to have.” 


Mantharà's teaching did its magic. Kaikeyi was 
all praise for that hunchback attendant. She 
immediately put off her jewellery and silken 
garments, and lay down, ill-clad, on uncovered floor 
in a corner of a dark and dirty room of her palace. 


Dasharatha trapped in the net of his 

promise : 

It was in the afternoon that day that the king, 
happy on the eve of Rama’s coronation, entered 
Kaikeyi's palace. The doorkeeper informed him 
that the queen had gone to a dark room. The 
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kings joy turned into pain. Hesitatingly, he 
approached the haughty queen. She did not budge 
a jot until he promised to grant her whatsoever 
she wanted. 


Kaikeyi got up and said, “Sir, long ago you 
promised to grant me two boons ona battlefield. 
| ask you now to give them to me today. | want 
Bharata to be the king. Transfer your crown to 
my son and not to the son of Kaushalya. This is 
my first boon. And,exile Rama into the Dandaka 
forest for fourteen years. This is my second boon, 
Fulfil your promise; and let the people of this country 
remember you for speaking the truth.” n 

Dasharatha was stunned to hear Kaikeyi's 
words. He persuaded the queen not to ask him 
for granting those two boons, but she did not 
change her mind. He then exclaimed in distress, 
"Ah! | am trapped in the net of my promise." 


Rama's readiness for exile : 


As the next day dawned, there was excitement 
everywhere in the capital. People were eager to 
witness Rama's coronation. Vasishtha, who had 
made all preparations, sent Sumantra to inform 
Dasharatha that everything was ready for the 
ceremony. Sumantra went in, and greeted the 
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king in the traditional way: As the king was very 
much upset, he could not talk sense to Sumantra. 
Therefore, Kaikeyi said, “O Sumantra, the king is © 
very fond of his eldest son whom he has been 
remembering for long. As he has not had sound 
sleep last night, he is feeling exhausted. Therefore, 
go and bring Rāma here." Dasharatha also, then, 
told Sumantra to escort Rama to him. 


Sumantra called upon Rama and conveyed to 
him the king's message. At this Rama,along with 
Sita and Lakshmana, drove to the King's palace. 


Seeing the King in an uncertain condition, 
Rama enquired of Kaikeyi the cause of his painful 
condition. Kaikeyi told Rama in detail what had 
happened, and added, “Rama, if you want the King 
to be known as a truthful person, clothe yourself 
as a sage and stay in wilderness for fourteen 
years; and let Bharata, my son, rule over here." 


Rama listened to Kaikeyi's words patiently. 
Keeping perfectly calm, cool and undisturbed, he 
said to her, "Mother, | will soon go to a forest, 
wearing a sage's dress. | would have felt much 
happier, if father himself would have told me about 
giving his crown to Bharata. Please console the 
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king; and let the messengers go to bring Bharata 
to Ayodhya for coronation “ 


Kaikeyi felt extremely happy on hearing Rama's 
statement. She said, "Rama, do not mind the 
king's silence, He will neither bathe nor eat until 
you leave for the forest." 


Hearing these words of the queen, Dasharatha 
fell down on the bed unconscious. Rama then 


touched the feet of both the king and the queen, 
and went to his mother, Kaushalya. 


Rama and Lakshmana put dresses of 

bark : 

Kaushalya fcit very miserable to know from 
Rama that he would remain in exile for fourteen 


years and that during that pericd Bharata would be 
the king. 


Lakshmana advised Rama not to go to the 
forest. He said, "| will use my force and fight 
against pro-Bharata group. | will see that you 
wear the crown which is legally yours." 


Ràma then pacified both his mother and brother. 
He talked to them about Dharma or Duty which is 
to be observed by all Obeying the father is the 
foremost duty of a son, he remarked, and requested 
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Kaushalya to allow him to go to the forest 
from where he would surely return after the fixed 
period. 


Kaushalya somehow agreed and prayed to 
the deities for her son's welfare in the exile. Rama 
touched her feet and went to the residence of 
Sita. 

Sita was expecting Rama’s arrival with pomp 
and show. But she now found him otherwise. 
Asked by her as to why he had not come as a 
king designate, Rama told her what had happened 
in the morning, and said, 1 am going to the Dandaka 
forest. In my absence, you should spend your 
time in the performance of religious duties and 
also should look after my father, mothers and 
brothers." 


Sita expressed her desire to accompany Rama. 
Ràma tried to dissuade her from doing so, for he 
said that the life in a forest is always a very hard 
one. But when she insisted upon hergoing, he 
agreed to take her with him. Advised by Rama, 
Sità distributed her rich garments and jewellery etc. 
among the men of letters and the personal 
attendants. 
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Lakshmana also requested Rama to allow him 
to go with him. Rama agreed. 


Ràma, accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana, 
went to Dasharatha to say the final good-bye. The 
king said, "Go, my dear son, for good luck and to 
come back. Do not feel sorrowful. May there 
not be any untoward happening on your path!” 
So saying, he offered his final embrace to Rama and 
then fell down upon the floor. 


Kaikeyi presented dresses made of trees’ bark 
to Rama, Sita and Lakshmana. Both the brothers 
put off their fine garments and put on those dresses. 
Vasishtha scolded Kaikeyi for presenting a similar 
dress to Sita who, consequently, did not change 
her robes. 


Rama, Sità and Lakshmana leave Ayodhya 

As desired by Dasharatha, Sumantra brought 

a golden chariot for Rama's exile. He also brought, 

according to the King's instruction, many pieces of 

garments and jewelleryfrom the royal treasury; and 
gave them to Sita. 


Kaushalya embraced Sita and gave her some 
pieces of advice regarding a wife's devotion to her 
husband. Sita carefully listened to her mother-in- 
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law's instructions and said, “Mother, | will certainly 
follow your guidance." 


Responding to the greetings and salutations 
of Lakshmana, Sumitra said, ‘You are for- 
tunate, my son. Henceforth you are to treat Rama 
as your father; Sita, as me, and the forest, as 
Ayodhya. Join Rama in ell joy." 

Rama, Sita and Lakshmana rode the chariot in 
waiting, and Sumafitra drove it beyond the bound- 
aries of Ayodhya, while the people of the capital 
kept crying. 

First halt at Tamasa : 

Dasharatha deserted Kaikeyi and left for the 
palace of Kaushalya who was very sorrowful to 
see the king feeling the pangs of separation from 
Rama. 

Very many citizens followed Rama. His first 
halt was on the bank of Tamasa river where they 
all spent the night. While the citizens were fast 
asleep under trees, Rama told Sumantra to drive 
the chariot, across the river, to the route reaching 
the forest. Sumantra obeyed him. 


Not finding Rama there in the morning, the 
Citizens returned to Ayodhya. 
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Meeting with Guha and Bharadwaja 


Rama rode on and on, crossed three rivulets, 
Vedashruti, Gomati and Syandika, and reached 
the boundary of the province called Koshala. 


Then he came to the bank of Ganga where he 
told Sumantra that he would like to halt there 
during that night. 


Rama rested under a tree. Guha, an old friend 
of Rama, met him there and offered him a variety 
of dishes. Embracing Guha, Rama said to him, “l 
will not partake of this cooked food, as | have to 
live upon a diet of fruits and roots and the like. 
Please arrange for some fodder for the horses.” 


Rama took nothing except water brought by 
Lakshmana, and rested on the bare floor.Lakshmana 
washed the feet of both Rama and Sita, and then 
sat in attendance, talking to Guha during the night. 


Next morning, Guha arranged for a boat on 
which Rama, Sita and Lakshmana sat to cross the 
Ganges. Rama then told Sumantra to return to 
Ayodhya. 


Saying good-bye to Guha, Rama and the party 
enjoyed their short trip in the boat. They reached 
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Prayaga (modern Allahabad), and paid a visit to 
Bharadwaja, a great sage who lived there. 


Bharadwaja welcomed Ràma and advised him 
to go to Chitrakuta. He also explained in detail the 
route to that beautiful mountain. 


At Chitrakuta : 

" The party had to cross the Yamuna for their 
further movement. Both Rama and Lakshmana 
collected material from the nearby place, and 
prepared a craft by which they could cross the 
stream. 


Making their way onward, they reached 
Chitraküta where they met Valmiki, a well known 
sage of those times. 


Lakshmana prepared a cottage with bamboos 
and leaves for Rama's residence. 
Manthara punished by Shatrughna : 


The pain of Rama's exile was too heavy for 
Dasharatha to bear. Within a week he breathed 
his last at midnight in the presence of Kaushalya 
and Sumitra. 

Vasishtha sent for Bharata and Shatrughna 
from Kekaya. 
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Bharata came to know from his mother all 
that had happened in his absence. He got very 
angry with Kaikeyi, and then saw Kaushalya and 
pleaded his innocence regarding Rama’s exile. 
Thereafter, he performed last rites. of the late 
king. 


Inflicting punishment on Manthara, the root 
cause of all that calamity in the capital, Shatrughna 
pulled and dragged her on the floor. _ Bharata inter- 
vened, saying, "Brother, women ‘are not to be 
kicked. If she dies, Rama may take it ili." Shatrughna - 
then let her go alive. 


Bharata's meeting with Rama : 


The ministers requested Bharata to wear the 
crown. But he said, "The crown belongs to Ràma. 
| will, therefore, go to the forest and ask him to 
come back to rule over the kingdom." 


Bharata started for the proposed journey. 
Members of the cabinet, priests and soldiers accom- 
panied him. By now Kaikeyi had realised her folly; 
and she, too, joined the company of Kaushalyà and 
Sumitra in their effort to bring Rama back to 
Ayodhya. 


Bharata and the party met on their way Guha 
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and Bharadwaja,from whom they knew the onward 
route. 


While the party was on the outskirt of the 
mountain, Chitrakuta, the wild animals started runn- 
ing to and fro. Ràma deputed Lakshmana to know 
the cause of excitement of the birds and thebeasts. 
Lakshmana climbed a tall tree and came to know 
that Bharata was approaching towards Ràma's 
cottage. Suspecting some foul play on Bharata's 
part, Lakshmana gave vent to his anger, but Rama 
pacified him saying, "Brother, Bharata is a noble 
person. How can he harm you, Sita and me ?" 
Lakshmana got quiet. 


Followed by Shatrughna and others, Bharata 
came to the cottage of Ràma, who gladly responded 
to their greetings and salutations . 


Ràma wanted to know the reason for Bharata's 
coming over there. Bharata requested him to 
return to Ayodhya,to wear the crownand to hold the 
sceptre. He also informed Rama of the king's pass- 
ing away. The news plunged Rama, Sita and 
Lakshmana into deep sorrow. 

Accompanied by brothers, Rama went to the 
bank of Mandakini, where he offered an oblation to 
the deceased father. 
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" Thereafter Rama, Sita and Lakshmana greeted 
the three mothers and Vasishtha. 


Bharata, in all humility, requested Rama to 
return to Ayodhya. But Rama did not accede to 
his request, saying, "Let our father be knownas a 
man of truth and that is possible only when | 
remain in the forest and you in Ayodhya. Therefore, 
my dear brother, do not insist on my returning. 
will surely come back when the period of exile is 
over.” 


Listening to the dialogue between Rama and 
Bharata, the sages praised them both, and then 
advised Bharata to return to Ayodhya. 


Placing a pair of beautiful wooden sandals 
before Rama, Bharata said, "Brother, keep your 
feet on these sandals which | will carry back 
with me." Rama did so; and released the sandals 
in favour of Bharata. 


Bharata said to Rama, "Brother, having put the 
royal authority in these sandals, | will live MO 
outskirts of Ayodhya, awaiting your arrival. If | do 
not see you there on the completion of the period 
of exile, my life will come to its end." 
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Rama replied, "All right; | shall come there on 
time,” and added, "Look after mother Kaikeyi well. 
Do not feel angry with her any more." 


Holding Rama's sandals in hands, Bharata went 
round Rama and resumed the return journey. 


Having bid good-bye to all and bowed to the 
three mothers, Rama came back to his cottage. 


Bharata first went to Ayodhya, where he 
asked the three mothers to stay, and then he made 
his way to Nandigrama. There he placed the pair 
of Ràma's sandals and started looking after the 
affairs of administration of the kingdom. 


At Atri's cottage 

Rama left Chitrakuta for Atri’s cottage. The 
sage received the party of the three guests very 
cordially. Anasuya, the aged wife of Atri, had a 
long dialogue with Sita. By dint of her miraculous 
power, the old lady produced a variety of beautiful 
garments, ornaments and cosmetics which she pre- 
sented to Sita. Sita accepted them gratefully. 


Asked by Anasuya to know how  Sita's 
marriage was performed, the latter spoke thus : 
" Janaka, the ruler of Mithila, is a noble person. One 
day, while he was ploughing a field, | emerged from 
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below the earth. He was naturally astonished to 
find me there. As he had no child, he took me in 
his arms. At that moment,he heard a voice coming 
from above, informing him that he should accept 
me as his daughter. He handed me over to his 
queen, who brought me up with love and care. 
When | attained the marriageable age, my father 
got anxious to find a suitable groom for me. 
Madam, you know, a girl's father may he be like 
Indra in status, has to face difficulties while arrang- 
ing her matrimony. As | was of supernatural 
origin — not born of any parents, Janaka wanted 
to marry meto an extra-ordinary personality. He | 
therefore made a vow that whosoever would string 
the divine bow which he had received from gods 
would have my hand in marriage. Many suitors 
came to test their strength on the bow, but none 
could lift it up. Eventually Rama came there with 
Vishwamitra. He was shown the bow. He lifted 
it up, put a string on it and pulled it. Janaka gave 
my hand to Rama and my younger sister, Urmila, 
was married to his younger brother, Lakshmana.” 


Anasüya was very happy to listen to what 
was told to her by Sita) The Sun having set, 
Anasuya asked Sita to put on the garments and 
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ornaments presented by her during the day. Sita 
did so. Rama and Lakshmana were very much 
3leased to see Sita clad in that beautiful dress. 

The party spent the night in Atri’s cottage. 
Next morning, they took leave of the sage and 
moved further into the forest. 
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ARANYA-KANDA 


In the Dandaka forest : 


Accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana, Rama 
left the hermitage of Atri and went into a jungle, 
which was known as Dandaka. Many uncultured 
people used to roam there aimlessly. 


Encounter with Viradha : 


Viradha, a monster, made an attack on Rama 
and Lakshmana. At this Ràma broke Viradha's 
right arm; and Lakshmana, too, twisted his left 
arm so much that it became useless. Viradha fell 
down on the ground. Lakshmana then dug a grave 
and buried the demon there. 

In the hermitage of a sage : 


The party of the three moved on. They came 
to the hermitage of Sharabhanga, who was a sage 
of a very high order. At that time, the chief of the 
deities, Indra, was talking to Sharabhanga. When 
Indra left the place by air, Rama approached the 
sage. 


Sharabhanga offered a hearty welcome to the 
royal party. 
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Ràma—"Sir, please suggest a comfortable 
place in the midst of this jungle where | may 
live for some time." 


Sharabhanga—''Rama, there is another pious 
man. His name is Sutikshna. Please go to him 
along the bank of the river Mandakini. He will help 
you in finding out a suitable place for your 
residence." 


Ten years in a campus : 

Rama reached a big campus, where he met 
many sages living in separate cottages. He thought, 
it was a good place for him to stay. 


The sages felt happy to entertain Rama, Sita 
and Lakshmana who, therefore, spent ten years 
in that campus, staying there as guests of those 
sages. 


Sutikshna was one of the well-known figures 
with whom Rama stayed. 


In the hermitage of Agastya : 

Ràma then left that campus for Agastya's 
hermitage. Agastya was famous for his good 
deeds. Ràma told Lakshmana to get into the 
cottage of the sage and to inform him of their 
arrival. 
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Agastya accorded a hearty welcome to the 
three guests, and presented Rama with the follow- 
ing -articles :— 

(i) a bow adorned with gold and diamond, 

(ii) an arrow which never failed to reach its 

target, 

(iii) two quivers permanently full of arrows, 

(iv) a sword with a golden handle, and 

(v) a sheath of silver for the sword. 

Rama accepted the weapons. 

A cottage in Panchavati : 


Then the party of the three leftfor Panchavati, 
a cluster of five big trees growing on the bank of 
the Godavari. 


Lakshmana collected bamboos, branches and 
leaves of trees etc.from the woods and constructed 
a cosy cottage which Ràma liked and appreciated 
very much. 

Shurpanakha's proposal rejected : 

One fine morning when the party of the three 
was enjoying mutual talk on various topics, a lady 
who was roaming about in the neighbouring woods 
came there. No sooner did she see Rama, than she 
fell in love with him. Coming nearer, she asked 
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Rama as to who he was and why he was living in 
a cottage. 


Rama told the lady his name, introduced Sita 
and Lakshmana to her, and also informed her the 
object of his coming to the forest. Then he asked 
the lady to tell him who she was and why she had 
come there. 


The lady spoke thus: “Rama, my name is 
Shurpanakha. lam the sister of Ravana whom 
you might have known by name. My two other 
brothers are Kumbhakarna, a sleepy fellow, and 
Vibhishana, a noble person. Khara and Düshana 
are also my cousins. | am an independent woman 
wandering at my own sweet will. | am in love with 
you. You now have nothing to do with Sita who 
is not as good-looking as | am. Why don't you have 
me as your wife ? | shall devour both Sita and 
Lakshmana, and then both you and I will enjoy our 
youth in various woods and also on the peaks of 


the mountains. 


Hearing these words of Shürpanakha, Rama 
smiled and said, "Madam, | am a married man. | 
have great regard for my wife. If | accept you as 
my second wife, you will not like the idea, because 


the status of a co-wife does not suit the ladies 
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like you. You may, therefore, ask my brother 
Lakshmana." 


Immediately, Shurpanakha turned to Lakshmana 
and said, "Sir, my complexion being fair, | am the 
fittest person to be your wife. Lead a happy 
life with me throughout these Dandaka woods." At 
this Lakshmana retorted, "Why do you want to be 
a slave of a servant ? lam in the service of my elder 
brother. If | wed you, you will not feel happy. You 
deserve to be my elder brother's junior partner." 


Shurpanakha could not understand Lakshmana's 
joke. Making her mind to kill Sita, she jumped up 
to manhandle her. Rama stood up for  Sita's 
rescue and told Lakshmana to punish the culprit by 


defacing her. Lakshmana then cut off Shürpanakha's 
nose and ears. 


Shürpanakhà then went to her brother, Khara 
and related to him what had happened. Khara sent 
many a man of his army to kill Rama and Lakshmana. 


Rama wins the battle : 


Rama fought with them alone, and killed all of 
them. 


Thereafter came Khara and Düshana with their 
soldiers commanded by Trishirà. Asking Lakshmana 
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to take care of Sita, Rama had a tough fight with 
the enemies. 


Rama won the battle. 


Shurpanakha goes to Ravana : 


Shürpanakha approached Ravana and informed 
him of the ill fate of Khara and his associates. 
Ravana decided to take revenge, and persuaded his 
maternal uncle, Maricha, to help him. Maricha agreed 
and assumed the form of a golden deer to fascinate 
Sita. 

Sita requested Rama to fetch the golden deer 
for her. Rama asked Lakshmana to look after Sita, 
while he was away chasing the deer. 


Maricha ran away to a long distance where 
Rama killed him with an arrow. Before breathing 
his last, Maricha spoke, ‘O Sita and Lakshmana' in 
such a loud voice that Sita could hear it. 


Sita mistook Maricha’s voice to be that of Rama 
who, in her opinion, wanted Lakshmana's help. She, 
therefore, asked Lakshmana to leave the cottage 


and to go to Rama for his help. 
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Ravana kidnaps Sita : 
When Lakshmana had gone in search of Rama, 
Ravana, who had hitherto hidden himself near the 
cottage, appeared before Sita. 


As Ràvana was clad like a hermit, Sita mis- 
took him to be a pious man. She offered him a 
seat and some fruits, but his intention was not 
good. He carried her off with force to his aerial 
chariot and moved towards Lanka. 


Ravana inflicts wounds on Jatayu : 

On the way Ravana had to halt, because 
Jatayu, who was a family friend of Rama and 
wanted to save Sita, challenged Ravana for a fight. 
In the duel, Ravana had an upper hand over the 
ageing creature who, having lost his wings, fell down 
on the ground. 


Ravana resumed the journey. While going 
over the Rishyamuka mountain, the wailing Sita 
observed some people sitting on its peak. She 
managed to take off a few ornaments, tied them 
in a piece of her saree, and dropped them down 
in the hope that they might be picked up by Rama, 
if by chance he came that side. 


Ravana took Sita to his palace and appointed 
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some ladies to look after her. Thereafter he 
deputed eight soldiers to Jana-sthana for spying 
the activities of Rama. 


Sita is kept in the Ashoka grove : 


Ravana tried his best to allure Sita, but she 
angrily rejected the proposal and said, "This city, 
Lanka, is going to look like a widow, because 
Rama, accompanied by Lakshmana, will certainly 
ere long come here and kill you." At this, Ravana, 
feeling violently wrathful, ordered the lady-soldiers, 
"Take Sita to the Ashoka garden. Protect her well 
and use all means to prevail upon her so that she 
forgets and forsakes her husband." 


Indra offers celestial food to Sita : 


Lord Brahma said to the chief of the deities, 
"Indra, go to Lanka and offer a celestial sweet dish 
to Sita." Indra obeyed, and approached her saying, 
^O daughter of Janaka, | am the chief of the deities. 
| shall help Rama. He will cross the sea and come 
here. Partake of this food and then you will not 
feel hungry for a long long time.” 


Sita questioned, "How do | know that you are 
Indra, the spouse of Shachi ?" Indra then showed 
Sita the signs of his being a deity. He was not 
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touching the ground with his feet, his eyes did not 
wink, his garment had no dust on it and the flowers 
of his garland were fresh. 


Sita then ate the divine food and felt happy 
to have the heartening news from Indra. 


Indra then departed. | 


Rama meets Lakshmana : 

Having killed Maricha in disguise as a deer, 
Ràma moved back towards the cottage. He ob- 
served omens indicating some evil event and saw 
Lakshmana coming to meet him. Rama enquired 
of him, "Why have you left Sita alone in the 

cottage ?" and added. "| presume that you got 
frightened to hear your name pronounced by the 
dying demon and therefore you are coming to 
help me." 

Both reached the cottage where Lakshmana | 
said to Rama, "Brother, it was Sita's repeated 


insistence on my going to help you that made me 
leave her here alone." 


Search for Sita starts : 


Both Rama and Lakshmana started a thorough 
search for Sita. When she was not found any- 
where in the neighbouring area, Rama felt very 
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much upset. Lakshmana consoled him, and then 
they resumed the search. 


Jatayu talks to Rama : 

Rama saw Jatayu who was lying on his death- 
bed. He said to Rama, "The lady whom you are 
searching has been taken away by Ravana. Trying 
to rescue her, | fought with him and lost my wings 
in the combat." Feeling consoled to know about the 
whereabouts of Sita, Rama put aside his bow and 
embraced Jatayu. 


After a short while Jatayu breathed his last. 
Lakshmana prepared a pyre of wood, and Rama 
performed the obsequies for the departed soul. 


Episode of Ayomukhi : 

Proceeding further in the dense forest, the 
brothers reached a cave and near it saw a woman 
monster. She approached Lakshmana and said to 
him, “I like your appearance very much. My name 
is Ayomukhi, and | want to enjoy your company." 
Lakshmana did not at all like this loose talk of the 
wild woman. Feeling indignant, he cut off her 
nose and ears. Thereatter she ran away. 
Confrontation with Kabandha : 

Rama and Lakshmana moved on in the wilder- 
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ness. Observing some omens, Lakshmana advised 
Rama to get ready for an encounter. Soon after 
they both heard a loud noise, and they saw a 
demon standing before them. Possessing a huge 
and frightening physique, he caught hold of Rama 
and Lakshmana. As the demon was a carnivorou$ 
fellow, Lakshmana got upset to look at him. While 
the demon was thinking to eat them up,they both 
drew out their swords and cut down his-arms. 
The demon then asked the brothers who they 
were. Lakshmana summarily told him their names 
and the purpose of their moving in the forest. 

Listening to what Lakshmana told him, the 
demon,who was Kabandha by name, felt happy 
and introduced himself to Rama and Lakshmana as 
follows. 

Kabandha talks to Rama : 

"Rama, long ago, | was a very handsome person. 
Then | assumed this ugly appearance to frighten 
the sages. Once a pious man who was known as 
Sthula-shira felt much perturbed by my looks. 
Casting a curse on me he said. "This will be your 
permanent form." | felt very sorry and begging 
him pardon asked him to fix a limit of time to his 
curse. He then said, "When Ràma will cut your 


arm and will consign your body to fire, then you 
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will regain your original form. Now kindly per- 
form the funeral rites for me." 

Rama asked Kabandha whether he could 
furnish some particulars about Ravana who had 
kidnapped Sita. Kabandha replied, “Sir, my know- 
ledge at present is very limited. lshall be able to 
tell you about him in detail only after regaining my 
original form." 

Rama and Lakshmana performed the obsequies 
for Kabandha who,thereafter, assumed his original 
shape of a handsome person clad in fine garments 
and wearing various ornaments. Sitting in a celestial 
plane, he advised Rama to make friends with 
Sugriva who would help him find out Sita. He added 
that Sugriva lived on Rishyamuka mountain near the 
Pampa lake.He continued,’’Goaheadand you will feel 
happy to see Pampa. Near that lake there is a 
forest named after Matanga, who was a renowned 
sage. Shabari, a pious lady, lives there in a cottage. 
After offering a welcome to you, she will go to 


heaven.” So saying, Kabandha flew up high into 


the sky. 


In the hermitage of Shabari : 
Rama and Lakshmana moved forward. Reach- 
ing the western bank of Pampa, they went into 
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Shabari s hermitage. The pious lady got up, touched 
the feet of both the brothers, and offered them a 
hearty welcome. Then she said, Rama, when you 
reached Chitrakuta, my venerable preceptors told 
me that you would be coming to this forest and 
also to this hermitage, and instructed me to wait 
for you here. | have been waiting and have made 
a collection of edible fruits for you." 


Rama said to Shabari, “| have heard much 
about the miraculous austerities of your preceptors. 
| should now like to see some instances there of.” 


Shabari then took the venerable guests round 
the Matanga Forest and, pointing to a particular 
Spot,said, "Here is the central altar where my 
preceptors used to offer floral presents to the 
deities. As a result of their austere discipline, the 
altar is still looking very bright. Too old to move 
out, they invited the seven seas here in a pond, 
and having a bath therein, they put their bark- 
garments on branches of trees to dry, but mira- 
culously they are still wet. Similarly, the flowers 
which they offered in worship long ago have not 
yet withered. You have now seen what you 
wanted to see. | shall now take leave of you." 


So saying, Shabari cast her mortal coil,’ got a 
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beautiful form by dint of her yogic power and 
joined her preceptors in a celestial region. 


Shri Rama then said to Lakshmana, “I have seen 
the entire Matanga Forest, have taken a dip in the 
sacred water, and have offered oblation to the 
forefathers. | am feeling happy. think something 
good is to happen. The Rishyamüka is visible. 
It is not very far. Afraid of his brother, Sugriva 
lives there with his four faithful friends. We shall 
go to him.” 


! Thereafter both the brothers moved forward 
in the direction of the Rishyamüka mountain. 
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KISHKINDHA-KANDA 


Rama and Lakshmana proceeded towards 
Rishyamuka, a mountain near Pampa. Sugriva, the 
chief of the monkeys, saw them and felt upset. He 
mistook them as two soldiers sent by Bali, his elder 


brother, who was not at all on good terms with 
him. 


Sugriva asked Hanuman, one of his councillors, 
to go to them to find out who they were. 


Hanuman meets Rama and Lakshmana : 


Hanuman assumed the form of a Brahmana 
and approached Rama and Lakshmana, saluted them 
and said in an humble way, " 
roaming in this jungle ? You lo 
bows, arrows, quivers and s 
and sharp. May 
Why do you not 


Sirs, why are you 
ok very brave. Your 
Words are so bright 
| know Something about you ? 


Speak to me? As for me, my 
name is Hanuman. Sugriva, my master, has sent 


me here. He is afraid of his elder brother. He will 
surely feel very happy, if you both become his 
friends.” 
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Impressed by Hanuman's plain and frank speech 
and sweet voice, Rama asked Lakshmana to talk 
to him. 


Lakshmana said, ‘‘Hanuman, we shall do as you 
suggest. We do want to meet your master, the 
chief of the monkeys. We are brothers. My elder 
brother's name is Rama Chandra, and mine is 
Lakshmana. Rama has come to these woods with 
4 view to fulfilling the promise of our father. Sita, 
my sister-in-law, also accompanied my brother; but 
| am sorry to tell you that somebody has kidnapped 
her whom we are now searching. | hope Sugriva 
will help us in finding her out.’ 


Hanuman assured Lakshmana of Sugriva's 
help, and asked Rama to meet him. Lakshmana 
supported Hanuman's suggestion. 


Hanuman, then, assumed his original form of 
4 monkey, seated the brothers on his shoulders, 
climbed the peak of a hill, approached Sugriva and 


introduced them to him. 
Sugriva and Rama become friends : 
Sugriva's joy knew no bounds to have the 


two brothers as his friends. He extended his hand, 
asking Rama to hold it as a mark of friendship. 
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Rama held it. Hanuman kindled fire for Rama and 
Sugriva to go round it. That was an indication of 
making the friendship a permanent feature. 


Sugriva pulled down a branch of a Sala tree, 
prepared a big seat with its soft leaves, offered it 
to Rama, and he, too, sat on a corner of it. 


Rama and Sugriva promise to help each other: 


Sugriva related to Rama how his elder brother 
had deprived him of the crown and had also 
separated his wife from him. Rama said, "1 will 
restore your kingdom and wife after killing Bali.” 


Sugriva said to Rama, “Friend, | will help you 
in finding out Sita, your wife. One day | was sitting 
on this hill. My four councillors were also with me. 
| heard a lady's voice, 'O Rama, O Lakshmana'. 
Ravana was carrying her by air. That lady must 


have been Sita. She threw down a piece of cloth, 


which had some ornaments. | have kept them 


safe in a cave. Would you like to examine them ?" 
Rama said, ‘yes’. 
Lakshmana recognises Sitaà's anklets : 


Sugriva then got down into a cave, brought 
out the cloth and the ornaments. On Seeing them 
and recognising them to be Sita’s, Rama asked 
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Lakshmana whether these articles really belonged 
to her, in his opinion. Lakshmana looked at them 
and said, “I do not know the ear-rings and armlets, 
but | am sure about these anklets. They belong to 
Sita. | know them very well, because | used to see 
them, while saluting her feet, every morning" 


A test of Rama's strength : 

Sugriva was doubtful about Ràma's physical 
strength. One day he said, ‘‘Rama, Bali is very 
strong. He once kiled a big giant whose name 
was Dundubhi, and then kicked the dead body to 
a long distance. Can you, likewise, kick the giant's 
skeleton which is still lying nearby?" Rama asked 
Sugriva to show him the skeleton. Sugriva showed 
it and Rama kicked it to a very long distance. At 
this Sugriva said," WhenBali kickedthe corpse, it was 
heavier than this skeleton. | am at a loss, therefore, 
to estimate your strength even now. All right, Bali 
could pierce the trunk of a Sala tree with an arrow. 
Can you do that ?" Rama agreed, and his arrow, 
having pierced through the trunks of seven Sila 
trees standing in a straight line, returned to his 
quiver. Seeing this wonderful feat, Sugriva lay 
flat on the floor in a posture of humility to Rama. 
He was now hundred per cent sure that Rama could 


overcome Ball. 
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Sugriva's duel with Bali : 
Sugriva requested Rama to put an end to Bali 


that very day. Rama told him to go to Kishkindha 
and challenge Bali for a duel. Sugriva did accordingly. 


Bali and Sugriva had a fierce fight. Rama was 
ready with his bow and arrow, but, the fighters 
being very similar to each other, he could not dis- 
tinguish Bali from Sugriva. Therefore, he did not 
use his arrow. Bali was stronger. Consequently, 
Sugriva was beaten. He ran away to Rishyamuka 
and said to Rama, "Why did you send me to be 
engaged in a duel with Bali, if you could not kill 
him ?” 

Duel is resumed : 


Rama consoled him, saying, "Friend, do not 
blame me. You resemble your brother so much 
that | could not find any difference between you 
and him. Have some special mark on your body, 
so that | may not mistake you for Bali.” Then 
Rama asked Lakshmana to put a flowery creeper 
around Sugriva's neck. Lakshmana did so. Then 
Rama encouraged Sugriva to stand up for a second 
fight. Advised by Rama, Sugriva went to the palace 
of Kishkindha and challenged Bali for a duel. Bali 
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came out and accepted the challenge. Bāls wife, 
Tara, dissuaded him from going for a second duel. 
She said, "Angada, our son, has come to know 
from secret sources that Rama and Lakshmana, 
princes of Ayodhya,are helping your brother. You 
should, therefore, give up the idea of overcoming 
him. Instead, call in Sugriva here. He is your 
younger brother. Give him an important portfolio 
in your administration, so that he stays satisfied. 
Your encounter with Rama will not bear good fruits.” 
Bali is killed : 

Bali did not pay any attention to Tara’s advice. 
He left the palace for the fighting place. Bali and 
Sugriva resumed the duel At a right moment 
Rama took the aim, shot an arrow and Bali fell down 
on the ground. 

Ràma, Lakshmana and Sugriva stood by Bali. 
Bali asked Rama, “Sir, why did you hit me ?" Rama 
replied, “You deserved the penalty of death for 
the sin you have committed. Younger brother's. 
wife is to be treated as a daughter-in-law, but you 
have been treating Ruma, Sugriva's wife, as your 


own wife. The law prescribes death for a sinner 


like you." 
Bali kept quiet, and thereafter asking Rama his 
pardon requested him to keep Angada under his 
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protection. Bali then presented his celestial golden 
garland to Sugriva, asking him to look after Angada. 
Having advised Angada also to act under Sugriva's 
guidance in future, he breathed his last. 


Sugriva was full of grief and more so was 
Tara. Both Rama and Hanuman consoled them. 


Angada, along with Sugriva and other members 
of the family, performed the funeral rituals for Bali. 


Sugriva becomes the king : 


Advised by Rama, Sugriva entered Kishkindha 
where, in the palace, he was crowned as the king. 
Sugriva appointed Angada as the prince. 


As Rama used to avoid entering into towns 
and cities, he did not participate in the coronation 
ceremony of Sugriva. He stayed back with 
Lakshmana on Rishyamuka where he spent four 
months of the rainy season. 


Sugriva is reminded of his promise : 

The season of rains being over, Ráma thought 
that Sugriva would make some plans to find out 
Sita; but the king of Kishkindha in his enjoyment 
of kingly pleasures forgot the promise he had made 
to Rama. 


Rama asked Lakshmana to go to the palace 
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and to remind the king of his pledge. Lakshmana, 
armed with a bow and arrows, went to the city. 
He was looking very angry. He met Angada and 
told him to inform Sugriva of his arrival.  Angada 
did so. 


Plaksha, the councillor for cultural affairs, and 
Prabhava, the minister of finance, advised the king 
to receive Lakshmana at the gate of the city with 
due respects. 


Tara receives Lakshmana : 


Sugriva asked Tara to receive Lakshmana. 
Tàrà did so. She was clad in beautiful robes and was 
putting on attractive ornaments, but Lakshmana 
did not make eyes at her. Instead, he felt shy 
and enquired of her why Sugriva had not kept 
his promise. Much impressed by Lakshmana's 
gentle behaviour, Tara held him in high esteem and 
informed him that the king had already sent for 
several armies of monkeys from far and wide. Then 
she took him to Sugriva's apartment. 


Lakshmana scolded Sugriva for his negligence. 
Tara appeased Lakshmana, and then Sugriva, too, 
begged him pardon for the delay in action. 
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Sugriva asked Hanuman to send for the various 
battalions from all over the country Hanuman did so. 


Sugriva comes to Rama : 

Both Sugriva and Lakshmana came to Rama 
by a golden palanquin. Sugriva fell flat at Rama‘s 
feet. Rama embraced him, and talked to him about 
the future plans. 


Sugriva gave necessary instructions to the 
monkeys and sent them towards east, west, south 
and north to find out Sita. 

Rama's ring : 

Considering ‘‘anuman to be the ablest of all 
persons deputed by Sugriva towards south, Rama 
gave him a ring on which his name was engraved 
and said, "Give this ring to Sita, if you find her. 
She wil then be sure that | have sent you." 
Hanuman took the ring, folded his hands in-saluta- 
tion, touched Rama's feet, and started, along with 
his party, towards south. 


Monkeys get tired and resume the search : 
Monkeys who had gone to east, west and north 
returned to Kishkindha without getting any clue of 


Sita's whereabouts. Those also who went South- 
Ward felt much tired, having made a thorough 
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search. One day they met a wild demon in the 
woods, who said, “You will soon die", and wanted 
to attack them. Mistaking him to be Ravana, 
Angada killed him. As he was not Ravana, the 
monkeys felt very sad and sat down under the 
shade of a tree, declaring their searching duty to be 
complete. Then Angada encouraged them to 
resume their activity. Gandhamadana supported 
his views. Then the monkeys were again up and 
doing their job. 


In a strange cave : 

They entered a cave where they found many 
houses full of all sorts of food, drink, and clothes 
etc. There Hanuman asked an old lady who she 
was and to whom that underground colony be- 
longed. The lady replied, “These houses are made 
by Maya who is a reputed engineer. He fell in love 
with a nymph, a celestial maid. Her name was 
Hema. As she was in the service of Indra, he 
(Indra) killed Maya. Then Brahma gave this colony 
to Hema. She lives here, and | serve her. My name 
is Swayamprabha.” 

Swayamprabha then offered fruits to the 


monkeys. Hanuman asked her the way for getting 


out of that cave. She said, “Friends, it is not 
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possible for you to go out. But | will help you. 
Close your eyes and then you will find yourselves 
out of this cave". The monkeys obeyed. They 
closed their eyes for a minute and then found them- 
selves on the coast of the ocean. 


Difference of opinions : 
The time limit given to the monkeys for finding 
out Sita was over. Therefore, they felt very much 


upset. Angada and some other members of the 
party decided to fast unto death. 


Tara, an elderly member,advised them not to 
take up the fast but to spend the remaining span 
of their lives in the cave which they had just seen. 
He argued that they would be quite safe there, as 
neither Sugriva nor Rama would be able to know 
anything about that locality. 


Hanuman tried to advise Angada to be up and 
continue the task for which he was deputed. But 
Angada was over whelmed with grief and terror. 
He saluted the elderly friends, sat on the ground, 
shedding tears. His supporters also sat around 
him crying, with their faces eastward on the Coast. 


While they were holding talks among them- 
selves about Rama's stay in the woods, Jatayu's 
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fight with Ravana ending in the former's 
death and so on, Sampati, Jatayu's elder brother, 
who was listening to the monkeys, came out from 
a cave, stood on the top of a hill and said, “l am 
happy to hear, after a very long time, the name of 
my younger brother, Jatayu, from you. Tell me 
please, why he fought with the king of Lanka. 
| want to come down. Would you kindly help me 
to reach you?" 

Angada volunteered himself to get the vulture 
down and related to him the story of Rama and 
the purpose of the monkeys' coming over there. 


Sampati said, "My brother lost his life for 
Rama's sake. Having lost my wings long ago, | am 
unable to help Rama’ physically. But | have another 
way of my help. | tell you the truth. | saw Ravana 
carrying Sita. She was uttering the names of Rama 
and Lakshmana for help. Ravana is the son of 
Vishrava. Kuvera is his brother. On an island of 
this ocean he lives in the city of Lanka. | can see 
things at great distances. | can see Ravana and 
also Sita. You will have to cross the sea to reach 
Sita. As for me, | shall now offer water to my 
deceased brother. Please take me to the place 
where | can touch the waves.’ The monkeys 


helped Sampati reach the sea water. 
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Sampati then addressed the monkeys thus, 
"More than a hundred years ago, my brother 
Jatayu and | flew higher and higher into the sky 
with the result that my brother, distressed by the 
Scorching rays of the'Sun, started falling down in a 
fainting fit. Trying to save him | covered him with 
my wings. The rays were so hot that they burnt 
my wings. Consequently, both of us fell down 
on the ground. | thought he fel down on 


Janasthana and | fell here on the Vindhya 
mountain." 


The vulture continued, "There Was a sage, 
Nishakara by name, to whom I related my pitiable 
condition. He took pity on me and advised me not 
to go anywhere else but to stay here. He made a 
prophesy that | would regain my wings and 
strength on informing some monkeys of the where- 
abouts of Sita. He was a pious man, and therefore 
he knew the future. He knew about Rama, 
Lakshmana, Sita, Ravana, Sugriva and all of you. 
He also had this knowledge that you Would be sitting 
at this sea-shore and that | would inform you that 
Sita was kidnapped by Ravana.” 


A miracle happened, Sampati got his wings. 
The monkeys were astonished to observe this 
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rare change. He was very happy. He said, "Friends, 
now get up and make an effort to cross the ` 
ocean. You are sure to find out Sita." So saying, 
he flew away. 


Who can cross the Sea ? 


All the monkeys assembled on the coast of 
the sea. Angada said, “ls here somebody who 
can cross these waters to reach Lanka ?" Every 
body kept quiet. Then Angada again asked 
them—this time individually—to say how many 
yojanas each one of them could cover by jumping. 
The following was their ‘record :— 

Gaya 10, Gavaksha 20, Sharabha 30, Rishabha 40, 
Gandhamadana 50, Mainda 60, Dvivida 70, 
Sushena 80, and Jambavan 90. 

Angada said, "| can jump a hundred yojanas, 
but | am not sure whether I shall be able to come 
back safe." To this Jambavan replied, "Prince, 
you are the leader of this party. We can not miss 
you by sending you away. We cannot take this 
tisk. | shall now tell you who amongst us will 
complete this task. Hanuman will do it. He is 
capable by all means to cross over the distance 


between the coast and Lanka." 
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Jambavan talks to Hanuman : 


Jambavan then addressed Hanuman, “Why are 
yOu sitting quiet and aloof, my young friend? Your 
speed is like that of Garuda, the divine eagle. 
You are the son of Anjana and Kesari, inheriting 
qualities of the wind-god. In your childhood you 
once mistook the rising Sun to be a red fruit. You 
then flew to have it, but Indra hurt you with his 
weapon, on the left jaw which had a cramp. 
Thenceforth you were known as Hanuman. The 
wind - god got angry with Indra for his misbehaviour, 
and stopped his movement, with the resuit that 
there was no air for the deities to inhale. Feeling 
much upset, they begged his pardon. The wind - 
god resumed his movement, and there was the air 
as before. Relieved from pain, the deities granted 
boon to you. Brahma said that no weapon could 


kill you in battles, and Indra also said that death 
would be under your control. 


Hanumàn, you are 
swift and stout. 


Be up and doing, my dear.” 

Hanuman gets ready : 
Encouraged by Jambavan’s S 

got up and assumed a tall figure, 


monkeys were very happy to see hi 
ordinary big form. 


peech, Hanuman 
All the fellow 
m in that extra- 
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All the monkeys praised him. He was then 
looking very bright, while spreading his long tail. 
He saluted the elderly friends and said, "| am fully 
confident to cross this ocean to reach Lanka and 
to find out Sita." 


Jambavan said, ‘‘Hanuman, you have saved us 
from Sugriva's anger. Go dear. May you succeed 
in your mission!" 

Hanurnan then climbed a peak of the Mahendra 
mountain, and got ready to start. He was sure in 
his mind to reach the destination. 
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SUNDARA-KANDA 


Sure of his success in reaching the destination, 
Hanuman was full of joy and courage. Flying in 
the air, he became an object of great surprise for 
the lookers-on. 


Hanuman rejects Mainaka's offer : 


The presiding deity of the Mainaka mountain 
asked Hanuman to stop for a while to have some 
rest and refreshment, but he did not accept the 
offer. He went on flying. 


Surasa's plot is foiled : 


The deities asked Surasa, the mother of the 
Nagas, to test Hanuman's skill and Strength. She 
assumed a gigantic form and opened her mouth to 
devour Hanuman, saying that God had granted him 
as her food for that day. Hanuman assumed a 
very short form—as short as a thumb—and having 


entered into her mouth, came out from it swiftly, 
saying, "Madam, | bow to you. Let me proceed 
on my way." Pleased with Hanuman's perform- 
ance, Surasa allowed him to move on. 
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Third Hurdle : 

Simhika was a demoness living in the waters 
of the sea. She would pull down flying beings by 
catching hold of their shadows. She pulled down 
Hanuman who first felt upset on being lowered, but 
then looking down and realising the correct situa- 
tion, entered into her mouth. Thereafter he went 
deeper into her belly which he cut into pieces with 
his nails. Simhika died. Hanuman resumed his flight 
and reached the sea-shore near Lanka. 


Hanuman in Lanka : 


On the outskirts of Lanka there was a mountain 
called Trikuta. Hanuman climbed a peak of that 
mountain and observed the city. It was well 
planned. The Sun having set, he assumed a short 
form and entered the city. At the gate he met a 
lady sentinel. She stopped Hanuman, interrogating 
who he was. Hanuman said, “I have a mind to go 
round the city and enjoy its beauty." At this she 
slapped Hanuman who, in his turn, struck her with 
his left fist. She fell down, remained on the floor 
for a moment and then stood up saying, "Excuse 
me, Sir. | remember that Brahma once told me 
that when a monkey would overcome me, then the 
period of decline of Ravana's clan would start. | 


will now allow you to roam about in the city’ 
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Hanuman in search of Sita : 


Hanuman stealthily wandered in lanes, parks, 
gardens, residences and secluded corners to find 
out Sita. He also went into the palace where 
Ravana, his queens and lady-attendents were fast 
asleep. He mistook Mandodari for Sita for a 
while. but, then, knowing Sita's devotion to Rama, 
corrected himself. He also felt sorry to have looked 
at the sleeping beauties, but then he immediately 
got over the guilty feeling, because he himself 
argued that he had no lustful emotion or bad inten- 
tion in his mind. He felt sad, at intervals, for not 
finding out Sita. As he was a person of courage, 
he continued his search. 


In Ashoka-vatika : 

Finally, he went to the grove of Ashoka trees 
known as Ashoka-vatika. There he saw Sita sitting 
under a shady tree, surrounded by several 
lady-attendants of Ravana. He felt very happy to 
have achieved the cherished goal . 


Hanuman was all praise for Sita's graceful 
personality, but he felt much regretful for her 
environment. He concealed himself on a branch of 
an Ashoka tree to watch what happened there. 
As day dawned, Ravana followed by his queens 
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came there. He tried to allure Sita by making 
attractive promises, but she being piously devoted 
to Rama rejected them all, and said, "You have 
acted like a thief by kidnapping me. If you want 
to live any more, let me go to my husband. 
Otherwise, not only you but this entire city will 
perish." 


Ravana's cruel attitude : 

Hearing these words, Ravana got very angry. 
He said, "You deserve the punishment of death 
for speaking like this and insulting me. | allow you 
a period of two months. If you do not accept my 
proposal even then, my cooks will cut your body 
into pieces for my breakfast." 

Sita's reply : 

Listening to these fiery statements of Ravana, 
some good-natured ladiesaccompanying him felt 
sorry for Sita. They could only make signs with their 
eyes and lips to console her. Paying back Ravana's 
harsh words in kind, Sita said, “| wish your eyes 
looking at me fell down on the dust of the ground, 
and your tongue with evil words was cut into 


pieces.” 


Losing his temper, Rāvana looked at his 
attendants and said to the lady— sentinels, "Be 
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watchful, and continue to shout at her.” 


Then, one of Ravana’s queens, Dhanyarmalini , 
embraced him and said in a pleasing tone, "Leave 
this ugly woman here. Come with me." Ravana 
left Ashoka-vatika for his palace. 


Consolation by Trijata : 


The lady-attendants tried to persuade Sita to 
accept Ravana's proposal, but she was firm in her 
resolve. Among those attendants there was a 
gentle lady. Her name was Trijata. She said, 
"Friends, | have had a dream today. | saw that 
Rama and Lakshmana clad in white robes have 
come over here by an airy palanquin. Sità was 
also wearing a white dress. Then they sat in 
Pushpaka and flew northward. On the other hand, 
Ravana,clad in black clothes, was drinking oil, and 
was riding a donkey moving southward. | also saw 
Vibhishana riding an elephant with four tusks. The 
dream indicates that Ravana will die, Vibhishana 
will be the king of Lanka, and Sita wil go to 
Ayodhya with Rama and Lakshmana. Look here, 
ladies. While | am saying so to you, the lid of Sita's 
left eye is throbbing." Sita was happy to hear 
these words of Trijata, and said, "May your words 
come to be true!” 
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Hanuman’s plan : 

Hanuman saw Sita feeling lonely in the dark of 
the night and overwhelmed by pangs of separation 
from Rama. He said to himself, “I am a monkey, 
but | will talk to her like a man. If | speak to her 
in Sanskrit like a brahmana, she may mistake me to 
be Ravana in disguise and may be afraid of me." 
He then decided to relate the story of Rama which 
he thought would console her. He summarily told 
her how Rama had come to the woods and was 
searching Sita kidnapped by Ravana. He continued 
to say that Rama entered into friendship with 
Sugriva who had sent his messengers in all direc- 
tions to find out Sita. Disclosing his identity, 
Hanuman, then.informed her that he had succeed- 
ed in coming to her. 

Hanuman talks to Sita : 

Listening to the story of Rama, Sita felt very 
happy. Wanting to know who that speaker was, 
she looked up into the branches of the tree. There, 
she saw a monkey speaking like a man. She felt 
perturbed. Thereafter, Hanuman came down and 
stood before her like an obedient servant. 

Sita tested Hanuman by asking him about some 
physical signs of Rama and Lakshmana. On his 
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telling her those signs, Sita was sure that he was 
really sent by Rama. Hanuman then gave Ràma's 
ring to Sita. She felt very happy to have it. 


Sita asked Hanuman to bring Rama to Lanka 
as soon as possible. He consoled her saying that 
Rama, followed by a big army, would soon reach 
there. 


Hanuman volunteers : 


Hanuman volunteered his own Services, saying, 
“Madam, | can carry you to Rama across the ocean, 
if you simply choose to sit on my back.” Hearing 
these words, Sita smiled and said, "How can you 
carry me ? You are only a small monkey." Hanuman 
then assumed a very big form toassure Sita of his 
capability to do what he had said. 


Sita said, "Yes, | now know that you can 
carry me, but | am afraid | may fall down from 
your back into the sea. There is another point 
also. When the soldiers guarding the gates of 
this city see you carrying me on your back, 
they will attack you. How will you, then, protect 
yourself and me ? In that case, Ravana's 
keep me in a secret place which may not 
by Rama, Sugriva and other monkeys, 
even if you kill all these guards here an 


men may 
be traced 
Moreover, 


d take me 
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across the ocean, then this will diminish Rama's 
fame. Therefore, do not think of carrying me on 
your back, but go to Rama and request him, on my 
behalf, to come to Lanka and kill Ravana. It is very 
good of you to have offered your services to me, 
but as | am exclusively devoted to Rama, | should 
not touch, on my own, any other man's body." 


Sita gives her head-jewel : 

Hanuman said, "What you say is all right. 
Would you, then, kindly give me some thing which 
| can show to Lord Rama so that he knows for 
certain that | have seen you here ?" 


Sita said, "Remind Rama,on my behalf, of the 
incident on Chitrakuta where he punished Jayanta, 
Indra's son. Jayanta had come there in the form 
of a crow and hurt me. Rama took out a straw, 
and converting it into a Brahmastra shot it. The 
crow ran away out of terror. He went to various 
places for finding protection, but nobody saved him. 
Even his father, Indra, could not shield him. At 
last the crow returned to Rama and fell on his feet. 
Rama said to the crow, "This Brahmastra cannot 
be made powerless. It must do something. | 
therefore destroy your right eye.” The crow, 
having lost his eye, bowed to Rama and flew away 
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homeward. Hanuman, tell Rama why he is not 
using his unfailing arrows against these demons. 
Remember me to his brother Lakshamana also.” 


So saying, Sita gave her hair-jewel (Chudamani) 
to Hanuman instructing him to hand it Over to 
Rama. 


Hanuman received the jewel, went round Sita, 
saluted her, stood aside and then took leave of her. 


Hanuman Destroys the Royal Garden : 


Hanuman decided to do Some extraordinary 
work so that he could meet Ravana. He made up 
his mind to destroy the royal garden. He did SO, 


but did not spoil the place where Sita used to sit 
under a tree, 


The gardeners reported the matter to Ràvana, 
who sent many soldiers to look into the matter. 
Hanuman occupied the upper side of the gate of 


the garden, saying, "Victory to Lord Ràma, to 
Lakshmana and to Sugriva. 


Rama, the king of Koshala. 

| am the killer of the enemy's 
attack with heavy stones and trees, a myriad of 
Ravanas will not be able to Stand up against me. | 
will destroy Lanka and will then complete my 


lam in the Service of 
The sonof wind- god, 
armies. When | shall 
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mission. | will bow down to Sita and go back in 
the face of all these rascals." 


Hanuman fights the enemies : 

The soldiers tried to catch hold of Hanuman 
but he killed them with an iron bar which he had 
puled up from the gate. The survivors related 
to Ravana what had happened. He then ordered 
Jambumali, a commander, to overcome the big 
monkey. 


Jambumali arrived there and fought, but was 
killed by Hanuman. Ravana sent another company 
of seven commanders who also met their end at 
Hanuman’s hands. Ravana then deputed five 
generals. Hanuman killed them also. Thereafter 
the king ordered his brave son, Aksha, to show 
his strength. Aksha had a tough fight with 
Hanuman. Hanuman was stronger, and the result 
of the fight was Aksha's death, which made Ravana 
very very angry. 


Meghanada overcomes Hanuman : 

Ravana sent his son, Meghanada,who also 
showed his skill in fighting, but could not overcome 
Hanuman. Hanuman was so agile and strong that 
Meghanada was at his wit's end to know what to 
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do. Atlast the prince of Lanka used Brahma's 
missile (Brahmastra) which went round Hanuman 
tying him with a noose. Hanuman had got in his 
childhood a boon from Brahma for immunity from 
that missile. He could free himself from the noose, 
but he allowed the enemies to be playful with him. 
They tied him with strings of jute and took him to 
Ravana. 

Hanuman with Ravana :. 


Hanuman and Ravana looked at each other. 
Ravana told the members of his cabinet to talk to 
the monkey. They interrogated Hanuman about the 
purpose of his coming to Lanka. Hanuman frankly 
told them that he was a messenger of Sugriva. 


Hanuman was much impressed by Ràvana's 
grandeur; and Ravana, too, said to himself, “Who 
is this great monkey ? Has'Nandi, Shiva's attendant, 
who once got angry with me on Kailasha, come to 


Lanka in this form or is he Bana.one of my former 
enemies ?" 


He then told Prahasta, one of his ministers 


to ask Hanuman as to why he had destroyed the 
royal garden and killed so many soldiers. 


Prahasta interrogates Hanuman : 


Prahasta -'Monkey, tell me who you are 


Are 
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you sent by Indra or any other deity ? Tell me the 
truth. Why have you come to Lanka ?" 


Hanuman- "| have not been sent by any of 
the deities. | am really a monkey. | destroyed the 
king's garden and killed many soldiers so that | 
could be brought to your king. | have come to your 
City for some work of Rama." 


Hanuman talks to Ravana 

Hanuman then addressed the king himself.He 
said, "Sugriva has sent me here. Rama, the eldest 
son of Dasharatha,had come to the woods. Sita, 
his wife, and Lakshmana, his brother, were also 
with him. Sita was kidnapped by some body. 
Trying to find her out, they came to Sugriva who 
promised to hélp Rama. Rama killed Bali with only 
one arrow. Sugriva then sent many messengers 
in search of Sita. | am one of them. lam the 
son of wind-god and my name is Hanuman. | have 
Crossed the ocean and have seen Sita here. You 
belong to a great and good family. It does not 
become you to keep another person's wife in 
prison. In case you choose to have a warfare with 
Rama and Sugriva who are, respectively, man and 
monkey, you know the result. You are sure to 
perish.” 
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Ravana gets angry : 


Hearing these words of Hanuman, Ravana got 
extremely angry and issued orders to kill him, but 
Vibhishana intervened saying, “Your majesty, 
Hanuman is a messenger, and you know kings of 
repute do not kill messengers of their enemies. 
Therefore, take your order back." 

Ravana said, "Allright. Yes, he is a messenger, 
and as such he is not to be killed. But he needs 
some punishment. Monkeys love their tails. Let 
us destroy his tail by burning." 


Hanuman’s tail is wrapped : 


The king's order was executed. His servants 
covered Hanuman’s tail, which he had elongated, 
with cloth, sprinkled oil on it, and Set fire to it. The 
executioners took Hanuman to various places in 
the city, where people started looking at this 
strange incident. 


Sita prays for Hanumàn's Safety : 


The lady-attendants of Sita informed her of 
what had happened to Hanuman. Sita at once 
Prayed to the fire-god requesting him not to burn 
Hanuman. The prayer had its effect. Hanuman 
Was safe. He was amazed at his Safety. He 
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thought it a miracle due to Rama's grace, Sita's 
blessings and the wind-god's helping attitude. 


Lanka is set on fire : 

Hanuman then cut away the strings with which 
the king's servants had tied him. He assumed a 
big body, climbed the gate of the city, pulled out 
an iron rod and killed the executioners with that. 
Then he, with his burning tail, jumped, roof to roof, 
in the city with the result that there was a large 
fire lit everywhere. The whole city was ablaze, 
upset with stir and alarm. The residents started 
running for safety, crying for help. Even the king's 
palace and his ministers’ houses were gutted. 
Vibhishana's residence was, however, the excep- 
tion. The fire did not burn it. 


Hanuman cools his tail : 

Having set fire to the entire city of Lanka, 
Hanuman jumped to the sea-shore. There he put 
out the fire and cooled his tail. He then said to 
himself, “| have done something bad. Is Sita alive 
or has she perished in fire ?" The very idea of any 
injury to Sita disturbed him very much. He felt 
very sorry. His gloom, however, was over when 
he heard some demi-gods announcing that though 
Lanka was burnt to ashes, yet Sita was safe. 
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Hanuman says good-bye : 
Hanuman then went to the Ashoka-vatika. He 
felt very happy to find Sita uninjured by the 


fire. He offered his salutations to her, and decided 
to return. 


Homeward flight : 


Hanuman climbed the peak of Arishta mountain 
and flew northward over the sea. On reaching the 
Mahendra mountain, he roared in delight. Angada, 
Jambavan and other monkeys knew that Hanuman 
had come back. They gathered around him and 
offered him fruits to eat. 


Hanuman saluted the prince of Kishkindha and 
other elderly members of the party, and then told 
them that he had seen Sita. As the monkeys 
wanted to know in detail how Hanuman had fared 
in the island, he related to them the details of what 
had happened there. 


Angada gets ready to fight Ravana : 

In the end he described Sita's condition and 
encouraged them all to get ready to fight with the 
soldiers of Ravana. Angada said, “Friends, we 
shall make our way to Lanka to kill Ravana and his 
army. We will then bring Sita here and take her to 
Rama. Get ready." 
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Jambavan's advice : 

At this Jambavan said, “Prince, what you have 
suggested is not correct. We were ordered by 
our king only to find out Sita, but not to bring her. 
Rama would like to kill Ravana himself. Therefore, 
we should now go back to Sugriva and inform him 
of what has been achieved by us." 


Monkeys' approval : 

All the monkeys agreed to do as suggested by 
Jambavan. Then they went to a gardenofSugriva. 
Its name was Madhuvana. Angada permitted them 
all to have their choice of eating fruits and drinking 
honey. 


Monkeys spoil Sugriva's garden : 

The monkeys enjoyed their food in full As 
they were all in a lighter mood, they. sang and 
danced and even destroyed some trees. The 
gardener was Sugriva's maternal uncle, Dadhimukha 
by name. He asked them to behave, and also beat 
some of the mischievous members. At this Angada . 
gave him some blows, but spared his life. Accom- 
panied by his servants, Dadhimukha went to 
Sugriva and lodged a complaint against the monkeys 
for their misbehaviour. 
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Lakshmana asked Sugriva why Dadhimukha 
had come to him and why he was looking so upset. 
Sugriva told Lakshmana what Dadhimukha had said, 
and added, “I think the monkeys have Succeded in 
their mission. That Hanuman has seen Sita is my 
guess." Hearing these words of Sugriva, both 
Rama and Lakshmana felt very happy. 


Sugriva then asked Dadhimukha to go back to 
the garden to look after it and to send all the 
monkeys to him. 


Monkeys approach Sugriva : 


Dadhimukha returned to Madhuvana and told 
the monkeys to report their arrival to the king. 
They all obeyed, and reached Sugriva. Rama 
and Lakshmana were also there. 


Hanuman’s message : 


Hanuman said to Rama, “Seen is Sita, Sir.” 
Rama was happy to hear these words. He looked 
at Hanuman with great affection. 


Hanuman then told Rama the details of his 
journey and handed over to him Sii 
He finally said, 


and release Sita." 


S head-jewel. 
"My Lord, kill that king of Lanka 
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LANKA-KANDA 


Rama embraces Hanuman : 

Shri Rama praised Hanuman for what he had 
done, and feeling very grateful, gave him an embrace 
as a prize. Then he asked Sugriva for making plans 
for further action. Sugriva encouraged Rama, and 
Hanuman requested him to take the monkeys’army 
to Lanka. Sugriva gave orders to the general, and 
the entire army occupied the sea-shore. 


Vibhishana leaves Lanka : 

There, in Lanka, Ravana held consultations with 
the members of his cabinet about the plans for 
near future. The majority encouraged the king to 
get ready for a war, but Vibhishana said, "Brother, 
you cannot overcome Rama. He is too strong for 
you. Return Sita to him." Ravana not only re- 
jected Vibhishana's advice, but also scolded him in 
Very harsh words. At this Vibhishana left the 
parliament and taking a club in his hand sprang up 
in the air. Four of his colleagues followed him. 
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Rama accepts Vibhishana : 


Vibhishana reached the cantonment of Sugriva's 
army. Remaining high in the air, Vibhishana said 
to Sugriva and his generals, "| am the younger 
brother of the king of Lanka. As he has rejected 
my advice and scolded me badly, | have left him 
and have now come to take refuge with Rama. 
Please inform him of my arrival." 


Sugriva went to Rama and told him what 
Vibhishana had said. Rama consulted Sugriva, 
Angada, Sharabha, Jambavan,Mainda and Hanuman 
for their views about Vibhishana. Finally, he said, 
“Vibhishana has left his home. He is a refugee. 
He wants my protection. Whosoever comes to 
me saying even once,'| am thine’, | make him free 
of fear from all beings. This is my solemn promise. 
Therefore bring him here". 


Sugriva, then, brought Vibhishana to Rama. 
Vibhishana fell flat on the feet of Rama who 
consoled him. Vibhishana informed Rama about the 
physical strength of Ravana and the generals of 
his army. Rama said, "Friend, | understand all this, 
but | will not spare your brother. | will kill him along 
with his associates and will make you the king 
of Lanka". 
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Vibhishana assured Rama to help him by all 
means. Rama, then, asked Lakshmana to fetch 
some water of the ocean and to sprinkle it on 
Vibhishana as a token in anticipation of the real 
coronation. 


| d Lakshmana did so. Then the entire army of 
the monkeys uttered hurrahs in honour of 
Vibhishana. 


A bridge is built over the sea : 


Nala, the chief engineer, started building a 
bridge over the sea. The whole personnel of the 
p military workmen went into action with the result 
| that the project was completed in a few days. 


Rāma and Lakshmana led the army to the 
farthest end of that bridge. Having reached there, 
Rāma arranged his cantonment on the Suvela 
mountain, and directed the movements of the army 
with a view to securing the most advantageous 
positions in the battle. He stationed the troops in 
Garuda-vyuha, i.e., in the shape of an eagle. Rama 
and Lakshmana stood at the mouth of Garuda; Nala 
| and Angada at the heart; Rishabha, at the right 
| * wing; Gandhamadana, at the left wing; Sushena, 

© Vegadarshi and Jambavan, at the stomach; and 
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Sugriva,at the thighs. All the soldiers, then, took 
their respective positions. 


Ravana's spies are held up : 


Ravana deputed two investigators, Shuka and 
Sarana, who stealthily entered into Sugriva's army 
to colect its secret details. They assumed the 
form of two monkeys, but Vibhishana, recognising 
them both, took them to Rama. They were 
trembling with terror, but Rama consoled them and 
allowed them to go back saying, "Tell your king 
that | will start attacking Lanka tomorrow." 


Shuka and Sarana went back to Ravana and 
advised him to return Sita to Rama for, they argued, 
he could not win the battle with Rama. 


Ravana climbed the roof of his palace and had 
a distant view of the enemy's army. Shuka and 


Sarana gave their master details of its generals. 


Ravana takes to an evil way : 


Shardula was another investigator who also 
informed Ravana about the overwhelming strength 
of Rama's forces. Ravana, feeling upset, took to 
an evil way. He got Rama's face and bow artifi- 
cially made and showed them to Sita saying, “I 
have killed Ráma and others, but Lakshmana has 
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run away." After this Ravana left the Ashoka- 
vatika for his palace. 


Seeing the artificial face and the bow of Rama, 
Sita felt very sad and sorrowful. Then Sarama, a 
good-natured lady attendant, consoled her saying, 
"Friend, do not feel so upset. | have myself seen 
Rama and Lakshmana. They are safe. They have 
come to Lanka. Sugriva's army is with them. 
What you have seen are artificial things. Give up 
your grief and feel happy." 


Ravana rebukes his maternal grandfather : 


Malyavan was the father of Ravana's mother. 
He advised Ravana to have a treaty with Rama, 
but Ravana did not pay any attention to his advice. 
Instead, he rebuked the old man. 


Ravana's strategy : 

Ravana, then, in view of military tactics, 
stationed Prahasta on the eastern gate of the city, 
Mahaparshwa and Mahodara on the southern gate, 
Meghanada on the western gate, himself on the 
northern gate, and Virupaksha in the centre. 


Rama’s strategy : 
Vibhishana sent his four councillors, Amala, 
Panasa, Sampati and Pramati to find out the position 
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of Ravana's tactics. They came back and informed 
Vibhishana of what they had observed; and 
Vibhishana told Rama all about it. 


Then Rama sent Nila to the eastern gate to 
fight Prahasta ; Angada to the southern gate to 
fight Mahaparshwa and Mahodara; Hanuman to the 
western gate to fight Meghanada ; and put himself 
and Lakshmana on the northern gate to fight the 
king. Sugriva, Jambavan and Vibhishana were 
assigned to fight in the centre. 

Rama is on the watch : 


Rama and the generals of his army kept sitting 
on the peaks of the Suvela mountain during the 
night, and watched from there the city of Lanka, 
Which was twenty leagues long and ten leagues 
broad. 


Sugriva has a duel with Ravana : 

Sugriva took a long jump from a peak of the 
Suvela to that gate of Lanka where Ravana was 
sitting. Both Sugriva and Ravana had a duel for a 
long time. Sugriva jumped back victorious. As 
Sugriva had entered this initial scuffle on his own, 
without informing Rama, Rama advised him not to 


undertake such duels, as they might prove to be 
risky. 
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Before starting a planned and organised 
fighting, Rama, after consulting the cabinet and 
Vibhishana,sent for Angada and said to him, “l 
wish, O prince of the monkeys, you could go to 
Ravana and tell him to release Sita and surrender 
himself to me. Otherwise | will kill him and all his 
associates." Angada obeyed, and flying in the sky, 
jumped into the room where Ravana was sitting 
with a few councillors. Angada fearlessly delivered 
Rama's message, and Ravana then ordered his 
councillors to catch hold of Angada. The four 
councillors caught him in the arms. Angada flew 
up high in the air, and the councillors hanging 
from his arms fell down on the ground. Angada 
reached Ràma quite safe. Battle between hostile 
battalions started. The monkeys had an upper 
hand in duels. 

A foul play by Meghanada : 

Defeated by Angada, Meghanada used foul 
means, and tied Rama and Lakshmana with 
serpent-shaped arrows. At this the monkeys felt 
much upset, and Meghanada went to his father to 
inform him of his glorious feat. 

While the monkey-forces were keeping awake 
even during the hours of rest and were vigilant 
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near Rama and Lakshmana, Ravana ordered some 
lady-attendants to take Sita by the Pushpaka to 
the battle-field to show her both Rama and 
Lakshmana in their hurtful condition. 

Trijata consoles Sita : 

Sita was naturally all sorrow to see them, but 
Trijata, the good-natured attendant,consoled her 
saying, "Madam, do not feel so upset. Rama, your 
husband,is alive, and so is his brother. Simply they 
look like sleeping persons. Moreover, this aeroplane 
is a celestial one, and hence does not carry a 
woman who has lost her husband. Since it is 
carrying you, believe me, Rama is alive." Hearing 
these words, Siia felt consoled, and the Pushpaka 
brought her back to the Ashoka grove. 


Garuda heals Rama and Lakshmana : 
Sugriva said to his father-in-law, Sushena, "Sir, 
take Rama and Lakshmana to Kishkindha and look 


after them well. | will conquer Ravana and bring 
back Sita to Rama." 


Sushena replied, "Let us try some life-giving 
herbs on both these princes. Let Hanuman go to 
fetch them from the mountains." 


While Sugriva and Sushena were conferring 
like this, there appeared Garuda. He put his hands 
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on the faces of Rama and Lakshmana, and, to the 
joy of all, they instantly got hale, hearty and 
absolutely normal. 


Garuda, then,said to Rama, "Sir, | am your 
friend and helper. No sooner did | come to know of 
this condition of yours than | flew to this field of 
battle to heal you up.’ So saying, Garuda bid farewell 
to Rama, and flew home. 


Ravana's several generals are killed : 

Ravana's anxiety knew no bounds when he 
was told about Rama's safety. He sent Dhümraksha 
to the battle-field where Hanuman killed him. 
Thereafter Ravana sent other generals. but they 
were all finished by monkeys. Vajra-danshtra was 
killed by Angada, Akampana by Hanuman, and 
Prahasta by Nila. 


Ravana comes to the field : 

Eventually Ravana entered the arena of fight. 
He first of all fought with Sugriva. The scuffle was 
tight, and Sugriva swooned. At this point 
Lakshmana came to the field of combat, and so 


did Hanuman. 


Ravana versus Hanuman : 
When both were face to face, Hanuman said, 
“Get ready. | will hit you with my open hand". 
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Ravana replied, “Do not delay. Hit me without any 
hesitation, and thus win the fame of having had a 
combat with me. | will, then, put an end to you." 
Hanuman retorted, "Before | hit you, | must remind 
you of your son, Aksha, whom | killed when 
he wanted to stop me from destroying your garden 
during my previous visit to your city.” The reference 
to Aksha fanned the fire of Ravana’s anger. Instead 
of giving Hanuman a chance to strike first, he him- 
self initiated the duel. Ravana gave a serious slap to 
Hanuman who lost his balance for a while. |t was 
then Hanuman's turn. He returned the slap with 
such a vigour that Ravana felt shaken and lost 
the ground. Having gained the normal position, 
Ravana said to Hanuman, "Although you are my 
adversary, O monkey, yet you deserve my praise 
for your strength." To this Hanuman replied, "Fie 
on my strength, for | see you have outlived my 
blow. You may test your strength on me once 
again, and then | will box you to death." Enraged 
at these words, Ravana struck Hanuman with his 
fist on the chest. Hanuman felt very uneasy, and 
while he was getting ready to return the blow, 
Ravana drove away in his chariot to another 
direction to fight first with Nala and then with 
' Lakshmana. In the meantime Hanuman got at him, 
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and gave him a thunderous box on the chest. The 
blow was too heavy for Ravana who knelt to the 
ground, vomitting blood, and fainted. 


Ravana versus Nila : 

Nila was so agile that all the spectators were 
amazed to observe his movements, but Ravana 
inflicted a wound on his chest with an arrow.Nila 
fell down, but he survived the hurt. 


Ravana versus Lakshmana : 

Rama got ready to face Ravana, but Lakshmana 
said, "Brother, permit me please to fight Ravana. | 
will go and overpower him." Rama gave his 
permission. 


Lakshmana and Ravana had a very tough 
combat. After along time, Ravana took a missile, 
Shakti, given to him by Brahma, and darted it on 
Lakshmana. Although Lakshmana could strike it 
with fiery arrows, yet it pierced through his chest. 
He fell on the ground. Ravana wanted and tried to 
lift him up with his arms, but Lakshmana became 
too heavy for him, because, while falling down, he 
had contemplated on his own true aspect as a part 


of Lord Vishnu. 
man then came there and gave Ravana a 
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very heavy box on his chest. Ravana fell down 


giddy,and vomitting blood, he sat down unconscious 
on the rear of his chariot. 


Thereafter, Hanuman lifted Lakshmana and 
took him to Rama. Considering Hanuman's devotion 
and friendship, Lakshmana became light in weight. 
At that time, the Shakti, celestial as it was, came 
out from Lakshmana's chest and went back to its 
proper place in Ravana's chariot. 


Meditating on his true aspect, Lakshmana got 
normal. 


Rame gets ready to fight : 


Having regained consciousness, Ravana held 
up his bow and arrows, and got ready to resume 
the fight. This time Rama himself moved on 
towards Ravana. Hanuman humbly submitted, ESIN 
mount on me, as Lord Vishnu mounted Garuda, and 
then advance for the fight" Rāma agreed, and then 

moved, on Hanumàn's shoulders, towards Ravana. 


Rama made a terrible twang with the String of 
his bow and said to Ravana, "Stop here, O chief 
of Rakshasas. | must finish you. | will not spare 
you, even if you go to various deities 
Protection." 


for 
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Hearing these words of Rama, and recalling 
how Hanuman had devastated Lanka, Ravana 
attacked Hanuman. Seeing that Hanuman was 
hurt, Rama cut down with his sharp arrows 
Ravana’s chariot along with its driver, horses, 
banner and umbrella. Then he aimed an arrow at 
Ravana's chest. Ravana was shaken, and his bow 
slipped away from his grip. Then Rama cut down 
his foe’s crown with an arrow having a semi- 
circular end. Ravana was nervous and half dead.. 
Rama said to him, “Ihave shaken you well, O king, 
for your misbehaviour. As you are now exhausted, 
| am sparing your life. Go back, and return by 
another chariot, ready to fight." Ravana went back. 


Rama kills Kumbhakarna : 

Ravana roused his brother, Kumbhakarna, from 
his slumber, and asked him to fight for him. He 
entered the arena and fought well. He was a hard 
person, tall and strong. Monkeys felt afraid of him, 
but encouraged by Angada, they held the field. 
Then started a fierce fight between Kumbhakarna 
and Rama. Rama killed him after a prolonged 
exchange of missiles, and his body fell into the sea. 


Ràvana's several generals are killed : 
i Rāvana then sent his other relatives to the 
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battle-field. Out of these, Devantaka and Trishira 
were killed by Hanuman; Mahodara by Nila; 
Mahaparshwa by Rishabha; and Atikaya by 
Lakshmana. 


Meghanada's Brahmastra creates havoc: 


Meghanada came to the battlefield. When he 
could not overcome his enemies with ordinary 
weapons, he resorted to Brahmastra which made 
both Rama and Lakshmana along with the army 
unconscious. 


The monkey-army was full of dejection. Even 
the generals grew pessimist, but Vibhishana 
consoled them saying, "Do not feel so upset. Rama 
and Lakshmana have regard for Brahma's missile. 


Therefore, they have allowed themselves to be in 
this condition.” 


Hanuman was glad to hear these words. As 
he was immune from that missile, he got up to 
accompany Vibhishana to find out who, amongst 
the fighters of high level, were alive. They both 
took torches and made their way, in the darkness 
of the night, through the files of battalions lying 
on the ground. 

When they reached Jambavan, he enquired of 
Vibhishana whether Hanuman was alive. Vibhishana 
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said to him, "Sir, why have you enquired about 
Hanuman ignoring Rama and Lakshmana?” 


Jambavan replied, "Listen. If Hanuman is alive, 
we are all alive; and we are no more, in his 


absence." 
Hanuman brings life-giving herbs : 

Hearing this encouragement from Jambavan, 
Hanuman saluted him, touching his feet. Jambavan 
then said to Hanuman, “Come, my dear; | am 
assigning an important work to you, which you 
alone can accomplish. You have to go to the 
Himalayas. There, between Kailasha and Rishabha 
peaks, you will see four kinds of herbs which 
radiate light . They are (i) Mrita-sanjiwani,i.e., Life- 
giving, (ii) Vishalyakarani,ie., Prick-removing, (iii) 
Sawarna-karani,i.e., Skin-softening, and (iv) Sandhani- 
i.e. Wound-healing. 

Hanuman flew in the air and reached the 
mount. He lifted a hill of herbs and brought it to 
Suvela. The aroma of the herbs produced wonderful 
effect. Not only those who were dying, but also 
who had already died, got up hale and hearty. Thus 
the herbal aroma proved to be a panacea to the 
monkeys but not so to the Rakshasas. There 
were no corpses of the soldiers of Lanka on the 
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battlefield, because they were thrown into the sea 
by the King's order. à 


Soon after, Hanuman put the hill of the herbs 
back on its original spot, and came back to Rama. 


Lanka is set fire to : 


Most of Ravana's generals being dead, Sugriva 
had an upper hand. Then, ordered by him, a host 
of monkeys—tall and smail—took in their hands 
torches, and after the sun-set set fire to the entire 
city of Lanka. The fire created havoc, and the 
citizens—especially the womenfolk—ran topsy- 
turvy. 


Kumbhakarna's sons are killed : 


Rama destroyed the main gate of Lanka with 
his sharp arrows. At this Ravana sent Kumbha and 
Nikumbha, Kumbhakarna's sons, and their helpers 
to counteract the attack. A fierce fight started 
between the monkeys and the demons. Kampana 
and Prajangha were killed by Angada; Shonitaksha 
by Dwivida; Yupaksha by Mainda; Kumbha by 
Sugriva, and Nikumbha by Hanuman. 


Rama dissuades Lakshmana from using a 
Brahmastra : 
Ravana then sent Makaraksha, the Son of 
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Khara. Rama killed him. Then came Meghanada, 
whose performance on the battlefield was extra- 
ordinary. He killed hundreds of monkeys and 
inflicted wounds on Rama and Lakshmana also. 
Lakshmana then sought Rama's permission to use 
a Brahmastra which would destroy the entire 
community of the Rakshasas. But Rama said, 
"Brother, do not use that missile. Why should we 
kill the innocent people ? Let us overcome him 
with other weapons: 


An incident of artificial Sita : 

Having come home, Meghanada thought to use 
some foul means to vanquish the rivals. He caused 
an artificial Sita made, and putting her in his chariot, 
went to the battlefield. Hanuman was there to 
check Meghanada’s progress. Meghanada showed 
the artificial Sita to Hanuman, and killed her. Seeing 
this incident Hanuman and other monkeys got 
dejected. Hanuman then desperately threw a big 
slab of stone on the chariot of Meghanada. As 
his horses were well trained.they carried the chariot 
to a distance, thus saving Meghanada. The slab 
was so forcibly thrown by Hanuman that it entered 
into the crate by itself. Meghanada returned, and 
started killing the monkeys. The monkeys also 
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showed their strength, but Hanuman asked them to 
stop, for, argued he, Sita being slain by Meghanada, 
the matter was to be reported to Rama and Sugriva. 
The monkeys stopped fighting, and Hanuman went 
towards Rama. 


Meghanada also returned to Lanka. 


Meghanada’s worship is disturbed : 

Knowing from Hanuman that Sita was slain by 
Meghanada, Rama's grief had no limit. While 
Lakshmana was consoling him, Vibhishana arrived 
there and told Rama that the incident of slaying of 
Sita was only a show of magic, and added, 
"Meghanada has gone to a temple to worship 
Nikumbhila. If he completes the worship, he will 
become unconquerable. Therefore, send Lakshmana 
with us to disturb him." 


Ràma asked Lakshmana to go to the temple 
under Vibhishana's guidance. Accompanied by an 
army of monkeys and bears, Lakshmana reached 
the place where the soldiers of Lanka were guarding 
Meghanada. The monkeys andbears had a fight 
with Meghanada's soldiers. Meghanada was busy 
worshipping, but seeing his men being beaten, he 
gave up his worship and got ready to fight the 
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opposition. He fought with Hanuman and then 
with Lakshmana. 


Meghanada is killed : 

Lakshmana killed Meghanada's driver, and the 
monkeys kiled his horses. After a very hard 
scuffle, Lakshmana killed Meghanada to the great 
joy of all his companions. 


Rama embraced Lakshmana and asked Sushena 
to administer medical aid to all those who had got 
hurt in that fight. 


Ravana desisted from slaying Sita : 

When the news of Meghanada's death reached 
Ravana, he lost his temper. Considering Sita the 
main cause of his relatives' death, he decided to 
slay her. He took a sword and started towards the 
Ashoka grove. He was bent upon killing Sita, but 
Suparshwa, one of his ministers, said, "My Lord, 
you are a great person. Why do you slay a 
woman ? You will kill Rama on the battlefield, and 
then Sita will be yours." Hearing these words, 
Ravana desisted from the sinful action and returned 


home. 
Ravana comes to the battlefield : 


Ravana sent his army to the field, but Rama 
97 


THE RAMAYANA 


alone finished it in no time. The wives of the 
soldiers lamented cursing their king for that havoc. 


Ravana then thought that it was high time for 
him to enter the battlefield himself. He sat ona 
big, beautiful chariot drawn by eight horses. 
Although his left eye and arms were throbbing, yet 
he went ‘on, and having reached the military area, 
started killing the monkey-forces. 


Ravana's three generals are killed : 


Sugriva came forward, and finished many 
soldiers along with Virupaksha and Mahodara, both 
ministers of Ravana. Another general of Ravana, 
Mahaparshwa by name, killed many monkeys, but 
was himself killed by Angada. 


Lakshmana is hit : 


Ravana, a skilled warrior, fought Rama and 
Lakshmana with various types of his missiles. 
Lakshmana cut into pieces Ravana’s banner, bow 
and the driver; and Vibhishana killed his horses. 
Ravana got down from his chariot and threw a 
Shakti on Vibhishana, but Lakshmana cut it down. 
Ravana then took another Shakti, a greater one, to 
kill Vibhishana; but Lakshmana who was darting 
volleys of arrows on Ravana did not let him throw 
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it. At this he got highly enraged, and instead of 
throwing it on Vibhishana aimed it on Lakshmana. 
That was a deadly weapon. Hit by it,Lakshmana 
fell down. The Shakti went deep into Lakshmana's 
chest, its edge touching the earth. Rama was 
sad for a moment to see his brother's condition, 
but then he, not minding the arrows which Ravana 
was raining upon him, slowly pulled the Shakti 
out of his brother's chest and broke it into two. 
Rama asked the monkeys to keep guard on 
Lakshmana and said, "Sit down, friends, on these 
peaks of the mountain, and witness my fight with 
Ravana.” Then he sped hastily towards Ravana 
and thereafter hit Ravana so mercilessly that he 
had to flee back. 


Hanumaàn brings medicinal herbs for 
Lakshmana : 

Returning to the place where Lakshmana was 
lying unconscious, Rāma again felt very sad and 
sorrowful. But Sushena consoled him saying, 
"Ràma, Lakshmana is alive. His lungs are working". 
Then he asked Hanuman to bring the four medicinal 
herbs. Hanuman brought them. Sushena ground 
them into a powder which he administered to 
Lakshmana through his nose. Lakshmana got up 
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hale and hearty to the great joy of all present 
there. Rama embraced him affectionately, and 
apprehending another such accident to Lakshmana, 
he said, "Let us now stop and give up fighting. 
What shall | do, if you are no more with me?” 
Lakshmana then said, "Brother, why do you say 
so ? You have promised to kill Ravana. We have 


to continue the fight, and | am sure you will 
succeed." 


Ravana returns to the field of battle : 


Ravana returned to the field of battle in another 
chariot. Rama was standing on the ground. As he 
had no chariot + that time, Indra Sent his personal 
one. Matali, the celestial driver, brought that 
chariot drawn by green-colour horses. It had a 
golden banner. Rama mounted it. A fierce fight 
ensued between Rama and Ravana. 
Ràvana seemed to have an upper hand, 
times Rama seemed to be victorious. 


Sometimes 
and some- 


On one occasion Ravana aimed at Rama a big, 
heavy spear studded with eight little bells. While 
it was making its way in the sky, Rama tried to 
check its progress with his arrows, but the spear 
turned those arrows down and went on. Then 


Rama used a Shakti which Matali had brought from 
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Indra, to counter-act the deadly weapon. The 
Shakti cut the spear into pieces. 


Thereafter Rama hit Ravana so vigourously 
that his driver, wanting to save the master's life, 
carried him far away from the field. Ravana 
scolded the driver for what he had done, and 
ordered him to drive the chariot in the direction of 
the battle field. 


Rama chants the Psalm of the Sun : 


Observing that Rama was feeling tired after a 
strenuous fight, Agastya, a great sage, approached 
him advising him to chant the "Psalm of the Sun" 
for conquering Ravana. Rama did accordingly. 


Rama kills Ravana : 

The fight which followed between Rama and 
Ravana has no parallel. It took hours after hours. 
When it seemed to be unending, Matali said to 
Rama, "Sir, why do you not use the missile of 
Brahma?” Rama then took out the Brahmastra 
which was presented to him by Agastya, and fitting 
it on his bow, according to the military science, 
aimed it on Rávana. The missile had the desired 
effect. It pierced through Ravana's heart, went 
deep into the earth and returned to Rama's quiver. 
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Ravana fell down dead to the joy of the monkey 
forces. There was a rain of flowers from the sky 
in honour of Rama's victory. Sugriva, Angada, 
Vibhishana and Lakshmana congratulated Rama on 
that memorable conquest. 


Ravana is mourned : 


It was but natural for Vibhishana to feel sad 
and sorry at his brother's death. Consoled by 
Rama, he performed the funeral rites for Ravana. 
Mandodari and other queens of the late king 
lamented the loss of their husband. Consoled 
by Vibhishana, they returned to the palace. 


Vibhishana wears the crown : 


Rama sent Matali back to Indra, and asked 
Lakshmana to perform the 


I ceremony of 
Vibhishana's coronation 


in Lanka. Lakshmana 
ceremoniously made Vibhishana the king of Lanka. 


Hanuman goes to Sità : 


Rama then said to Hanuman, “Please take the 
permission of Vibhishana to go into the city. Then 
go to Sita and tell her that | have killed Ravana.” 


Hanuman approached Sita and informed her of 
Rama's victory. She was very happy to know all 
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that and thanked Hanuman for giving her the long 
cherished news. 
Sita‘s advice to Hanuman : 

Hanuman said, "Madam, would you allow me 
to punish these wicked women who used to torture 
you during your bondage?” Sita replied, “These 
women were simply obeying their master’s order. 
Now they have given up that cruel attitude. There- 
fore, desist from inflicting any punishment on them. 
Is there any body in the world who has never done 
a wrong?" Hanuman changed his mind on listening 
to Sita's advice. 

Sita, then, expressed her desire to see Rama, 
which Hanuman conveyed to him. 


Sita comes to Rama : 

Rama asked Vibhishana to bring Sita well 
dressed. Vibhishana obeyed. Sita came in a 
palanquin guarded by several attendants. The 
forces of monkeys, bears and rakshasas were 
driven away to a distance by Vibhishana's men to 
make way for the palanquin. But Rama wanted 
Sita to come on foot so that all the spectators 
could easily see her. Followed by Vibhishana, Sita 
came, stood hear Rama and was much delighted to 


look at his smiling face. 
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Rama's.hesitation : 

Rama hesitated to welcome Sita. He said to 
her, “Sita, you have stayed in Lanka. How can | 
accept you ?" Sita replied, "Sire, you know my 
fidelity well. If you had any doubts about my 
character, why did you not express them through 
Hanuman ? Had you done so, | would have given 
up my life then and there. In that case, you would 
not have to undergo so much stress and strife 
involved in the battle. You have Spoken to me like 
an ordinary man. | emerged from the Mother Earth 
in a supernatural Way. You took my hand in 
marriage. Why, then, have you forsaken my good 
behaviour , reliable conduct and noble character 2 
Thereafter, with tears in her eyes, she said to 
Lakshmana, "Prepare a pyre for me, as | do not 
wish to live any more with an allegation like this." 


Sorry to hear these words of Sita, Lakshmana 
looked at Rama who gave his consen 


prepared. Looking towards the 
adamant. None had the courag 


t. A pyre was 

ground, Rama was 

€ to dissuade him. 
Sita went round Rama, approached the pyre, 

bowed to the deities and noble Persons, folded her 

hands, and said, “As my heart has never gone 

astray from Rama, and as | have never transgressed 
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Rama either mentally or vocally or physically, | am 
sure, the fire-god will prove my chastity." 
Sita's ordeal : 

So saying, Sita went round the fire andentered 
into the flames without any hitch. The entire 
crowd watched her going into the big blaze. 
There was an uproar from all sides. While Rama 
was sitting sad, with tears in his eyes, Brahma, 
Shiva, Kartikeya, Indra, Yama, Varuna and Kuvera 
came there and said, Rama, youarethe creator of all. 
We are at a loss to understand why you are 
ignoring Sita. Remember, Sire, your dignity." 
Rama replied, "| consider myself simply: a human 
being." Brahma said, "But you are Narayana, the 
preserver of all beings. You are Vishnu, and Sita is 
Lakshmi. Fruitful are prayers offered to you. Your 
devotees get their wishes fulfilled.” 


The Fire-god restores Sita to Rama : 

Hearing these words of Brahma, the fire-god 
emerged from the flames, holding Sita on his lap. 
Sita was shining like the bright Sun. She was 
wearing red garment, golden ornaments and 
garlands of fresh flowers. The fire-god presented 
Sita to Rama saying, "Rama, here is your Sita. 
There is no sin in her. She has never transgressed 
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you in her thoughts, speech or body. linstruct 
you to accept her." 


Rama accepts Sita : 


Rama then said to the deities, "Sita is pure. 
| know that. However, | allowed her to give a test 
of her chastity, otherwise most people would have 
considered me an indiscreet person. Sita is 
essentially one with me as is the lustre with the 
Sun." With this statement,Rama accepted Sita. 


The late king Dasharatha blesses Rama & 
Lakshmana : 


The late king Dasharatha had also come by a 
'Vimana' from Indra-loka to witness Rama’s victory. 
Lord Shiva asked Rama and Lakshmana to bow to 
him. Both did so. Dasharatha embraced Rama and 
expressed his pleasure. He praised Lakshmana and 
Sita for their unconditional devotion to Ràma, and 
having blessed them, returned to Indra-loka. 


The dead monkeys are put to life : 


Indra said to Rama, "What should I do for you?" 
Rama replied, "A myriad of soldiers of Sugriva's 
army died while fighting. Bestow life upon them. 
This is the boon which | would like you to grant 
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me.” Indra said, "Let it be so. Your wish will be . 
fulfilled." 


The dead monkeys and bears got up alive. 


The deities then said to Rama, "Now send the 
monkey—forces back to their homes, and you 
proceed to Ayodhya.” So saying they went 
away. 

Prizes given to soldiers : 

Next day, Vibhishana offered rich garments 
and ornaments to Rama, but he said, "Give them to 
Sugriva and others. Icannot have them without 
seeing Bharata. | have to reach Ayodhya, and 
It is very distant from here.” Vibhishana said, "Sir, 
| shall reach you there by Pushpaka in a day.”Rama 
then asked Vibhishana to give some prizes to the 
soldiers of Sugriva's army. Vibhishana did so. 


Rama returns home by Pushpaka : 
Rama then took his seat on the Pushpaka with - 
Sita and Lakshmana; and offered hearty thanks 
to Sugriva and Vibhishana for their help, and bade 
good-bye to them. But both Sugriva and Vibhishana 
expressed their desire to accompany Rāma to 
` participate in his coronation ceremony: Rāma was 
happy to have them. Sugriva and Vibhishana along 
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with their principal associates sat in the aeroplane 
which, receiving orders from Rama, flew up in the 
direction of Ayodhya. 

Rama showed to Sita important places. On 
reaching Kishkindha, Sita expressed her desire to 
take wives of Sugriva and others with her to 
Ayodhya. Ràma gave his approval, and Sugriva 
invited his queen and some other ladies who were 
much delighted to be with Sita. 


Stoppage at Prayaga : 
The Pushpaka stopped at Prayaga where 


Rama inquired of Bharadvàja about Bharata and 
the mothers. 


Then Rama said to Hanuman, "Please go to 
Bharata and tell him that, accompanied by Sita and 
Lakshmana,| am returning home." Hanuman reached 
Bharata who felt extremely happy to get the news 
of Rama's arrival. He asked Shatrughna to make 
necessary arrangements to receive Rama. 
Shatrughna did so. Kaushalya, Kaikeyi and Sumitra 
and thousands of the citizens assembled to 
welcome Rama. 


Pushpaka alights : 
Seeing Rama occupying a seat in the Pushpaka, 
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Bharata saluted him with folded hands. Receiving 
orders from Rama, the Pushpaka alighted. Bharata 
again bowed to Rama. Rama embraced Bharata 
with great affection. Bharata then reached 
Lakshmana, and having bowed to Sita, embraced 
Sugriva, Jambavan, Vibhishana and others. 
Shatrughna bowed to Rama, Sita and Lakshmana. 


Rama touched the mothers’ feet, and then 
approached the royal priest. 


All the citizens of Ayodhya offered their 
hearty welcome to Rama. 


Bharata put the sandals beneath Rama's feet, 
and said, “ Brother, | am handing over the kingdom 
to you. My desire is fulfilled to see you back." 
The monkeys and Vibhishna were extremely 
pleased with Bharata's behaviour. 


Preparation for the Coronation : : 
Rama, thereafter, ordered the Pushpaka to go 
to Kuvera. It flew towards the north. 


After a special bath, a detailed make-up was 
arranged for Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and other 
guests. Shatrughna ordered Sumantra, the driver, to 
bring the royal chariot. Rama sat on it with Sita, 
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Hanuman, Sugriva, and Sugriva's queens, and start- 
ed towards the city of Ayodhya. Bharata was 
holding the reins of the horses ; Shatrughna, the 


umbrella ; and Lakshmana and Vibhishna, fans on 
two sides. 


Sugriva mounted Shatrunjaya,the royal elephant. 
and other monkeys (who were now in human 
forms) also rode other elephants. 


The procession was well arranged. Notes of 
sweet music made it very enjoyable. 


Having reached the city, Rama went to his 
father's residence, bowed to the mothers, and said 


to Bharata, "Please make arrangements for 
Sugriva's stay in my own lodge." 


Bharata requested Sugriva to issue orders to 


Some stout monkeys to bring water from the four 


seas and various rivers for Rama's coronation. 


Sugriva issued necessary instructions. The monkeys 
flew up in the sky to do their job. Sushena brought 
water from the eastern sea; Rishabha from the 


southern ; Gavaya from the western, and Hanuman 
from the northern. 


Shatrughna requested Vasishtha, the 


royal 
priest, to perform the auspicious ceremony. 
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Rama wears the crown : 

Rama and Sita were seated on a throne 
studded with jewels. The priests sprinkled scented 
water on the royal couple. Then came the virgins, 
the brahmanas, the ministers, the warriors and the 
traders for anointing Rama with juices of auspicious 
herbs. Vasishtha put the crown on Rama’s head ; 
Shatrughna held the umbrella ; and Lakshmana and 
Vibhishana waved the fans. 


Prizes are awarded : 

Under the instruction of Indra, the wind-god 
offered to Rama a golden garland and a necklace 
of pearls. The whole atmosphere was full of joy 
and delight which was expressed in songs and 
dances. 

Rama then gave away gold, clothes, ornaments, 
cows, bulls and horses in charity. 


Then he offered a very nice golden garland to 
Sugriva, two armlets studded with pieces of cat's- 
eye to Angada, and the above-mentioned necklace 
of pearls to Sita. 

Sita presents a necklace to Hanuman : 
Sita took the necklace of pearls from her 
neck, and looked at the monkeys and then at Rama. 
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Rama guessed what she wanted to do. He 
therefore said to her, "Dear, present it to anybody, 
according to your wish." Sita offered it to Hanuman. 
He looked very charming with that necklace. 


All the guests—monkeys and bears—were 
given suitable presents. Everybody was happy. 
Then they left Ayodhya for their homes. Sugriva 
went to Kishkindha and Vibhishana to Lanka. 


A happy and prosperous reign : 

Rama reigned for a long, long era. During 
his reign there was no untimely death and no fear 
from serpents, diseases, thiefs and dacoits. All 
people were healthy, happy and conscious of their 
duties. They enjoyed longevity and had cherished 
number of progeny. The trees bore enjoyable 
flowers and fruits. Rains came in time, and the 
breeze was calm and cool. 


The Ramayana written by Valmiki fulfills all 
the desires of those who read it. 


112 


CANTO VII 


UTTARA-KANDA 


Agastya relates to Rama, Ravana's Parentage 
etc. : 

Sages hailing from east, west, north and south 
congratulated Rama on his victory. One of them 
was Agastya who related to him in detail the story 
of Ravana—his parentage, family and various 
conquests. 


He said, "Long long ago, Brahma created two 
rakshasas whose names. were Heti and Praheti. 
The younger brother became an ascetic, and the 
elder one a householder. Praheti's son was 
Vidyutkesha whose wife left her newly born baby 
on the Mandara mountain. Travelling by air, Shiva 
along with Parvati heard the baby's cry. As Shiva 
is very kind by nature, he took pity on the baby 
and made him immortal. That baby was later on 
known as Sukesha. He married Devavati who 
gave birth to three sons—Malyavan, Sumali and 
Mali. They practised austerity and got from Brahma 
boons of invincibility and longevity. Thereafter 
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they roamed here and there, torturing the sages 
and the deities. They asked Vishwakarma 
to build a suitable residence for them. He told 
them that the city of Lanka which he had already 
built on the shore of the southern sea would be an 
ideal place for them to live in. 


Malyavan married Sundari who gave birth to 
seven sons and one daughter. 


Sumali married Ketumati who gave birth to ten 
sons and four daughters. The name of Mali's wife 
was Vasuda. She gave birth to four sons. 


These rakshasas went on disturbing the good 
people. The deities approached Shiva requesting 
him to put an end to those bad characters. Shiva 
refused to help the deities, reasoning that he had 
granted Sukesha, the forefather of the rakshasas, 
a boon of immortality. He, however, advised them 
to go to Vishnu for that purpose. The deities went 
to Vishnu and requested him to save them from 
the cruelty of the demons. Vishnu agreed, mounted 
Garuda, and fought the demons. He killed Mai; 
and other rakshasas. Malyavan and Sumal ran 
back to Lanka to save their lives. 


Sumali asked his daughter, Kaikasi, to go to 
Vishrava, son of a great sage, and to marry him. 
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Kaikasi did so. Thereafter she gave birth to Ravana, 
Kumbhakarna, Shurpanakha and Vibhishana. Thus, 
Ravana was the son of Vishrava and Kaikasi.” 


Agastya's discourse on Hanuman : 


Shri Rama Chandra then asked Agastya to say 
something about Hanuman who, in his opinion, was 
stronger even than Ravana. Agastya said, "Kesari, 
Hanuman's father, rules over the Kingdom of 
Sumeru. Anjana is Hanuman's mother. She gave 
birth to him after the wind-god had mentally 
contacted her. He is, therefore, called the son of 


the wind-god. 


"One morning when Anjana had gone to a 
garden to bring some fruits, Hanuman saw the Sun 
rising in the east. He mistook the crimson Sun to 
be a biggish fruit, and flew up to catch it. At that 
moment Rahu was also going to eclipse the Sun. 
Hanuman pushed him aside. At this Rahu made a 
complaint to Indra against the child. Indra came on 
Airavata. Considering the celestial elephant a much 
greater fruit, Hanuman ran towards him. Indra then 
aimed his weapon at Hanuman who fell down on 
the mountain, with a cramp on his left jaw. The 
wind-god got angry with Indra for his misbehaviour 


and, to teach him a lesson, carried the child into a 
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cave, and stopped his movement. Consequently 
there was no breeze. All the creatures felt 
extremely sick. The deities asked Brahma to save 
them. Brahma went to the cave. The wind-god 
stood up and saluted Brahma whose affectionate 
touch removed all pain from Hanuman's body. The 
wind-god was happy, and he resumed his move- 
ment. 

“Brahma then told the deities to grant boons 
to Hanuman. |n response to Brahma's order, Indra 
said, "| grant him immunity from my weapon." The 
Sun-god said, "| bestow upon him a part of my 
splendour, and when he is able to read, 
educate him. He will become an orator, 
will be able to compete with him in the knowledge 
of the scriptures” Thereafter Varuna, Yama, Kuvera, 
Vishwakarma, Shiva and Brahma also granted him 
boons of immunity from their missiles and of 
longevity. Then Brahma said to the wind-god, 
“Your son will be able to assume various forms 


according to his wish, and he will en 
speed.” 


| will 
and none 


joy marvellous 


Brahma and the deities went to their abodes. 


“The wind-god brought Hanuman home and 


informed Anjana of what had happened, and went 
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"In his childhood, Hanuman used to visit 
hermitages, where he played with the sages’ 
articles of worship. He sometimes broke their 
utensils and misplaced their clothes. Irritated by 
such childish frolicks of Hanuman, the sages cast a 
curse upon him. They said, "Child, you will forget 
your strength until somebody reminds you of it." 


Rama was much pleased to listen to Agastya's 
discourse regarding Hanuman. Then the sages 
took leave of Rama, who requested them to come 
again when invited to participate in the sacrificial 
rites. 

Guests return : 

The relatives, kings and other guests, who had 

come to witness the coronation of Rama, left for 


their homes. 


Sugriva and Vibhishana and their associates 
stayed in Ayodhya for two months enjoying the 


royal entertainment. 


Hanuman's prayer to Rama : 

Bowing to Rama, Hanuman said, "My Lord, 
may there be an eternal affection in my heart for 
you! May ever remain devoted to you! May | 


live as long as people here continue to talk about 
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you! O king of kings, | wish the nymphs could 
recite and sing to me songs composed in honour 
of your divine activities." Listening these words 
of Hanuman, Rama got up from the throne, 
embraced him and said, "Let it be so. So long as 
| am talked about by my devotees on this globe, 
you will be here, enjoying all glory." So saying, 
Rama put off a precious necklace from his neck 
and tied it on Hanuman's. 

Pushpaka in the service of Rama : 


One afternoon, while Rama was sitting with 
his three brothers, there came a musical note from 
the sky, and after a short while the Pushpaka 
alighted saying, "Sir, | am sent by Kuvera, my 
master. He has ordered me to be in your service. 
Accept me, please." Rama offered flowers and 
grains of parched rice and incense to the plane and 
said, "I. welcome you here, Pushpaka. But | would 
like you to go back now to your master. 
come to me when | remember you." 
then went back to Kuvera. 


Please 
The plane 


Rama and Sita used to sit in the royal orchard 
where artistes entertained the couple with their 
Songs and dances. 
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Regarding Sita : 

Rama used to finish the religious rituals in the 
morning. Sita, too, having completed the morning 
rituals, used to pay her reverence to the three 
mothers-in-law. Putting on varied garments and 
ornaments, she, then, used to visit Rama. 

One day Rama observed that Sita was in the 
family way. He felt very happy, and said to her, 
"Dear, you will have a child. Do you have any 
special wish these days, which | may try to fulfil?” 
Sita replied, "I wish to visit hermitages situated on 
the bank of the Ganga." Rama promised to fulfil 


her desire. 
Sita in Valmiki's hermitage : 

Knowing from Bhadra, a spy, that some 
citizens of Ayodhya were criticizing him for 
accepting Sita after conquering Ravana, Rama felt 
upset. He sent for his brothers and informed them 
of what he had come to know from the spy. 
Then, with a view to averting the scandal, he 
ordered Lakshmana to escort Sita, next morning, 
t, to Valmikis hermitage. Lakshmana 
obeyed. Both reached the Ganga. As he was 
looking sad, Sita asked him why he was not happy 
as usual. Lakshmana had to tell her Rama's 
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feelings. Sita was very sorry. She, however, 
said, "Lakshmana, you have done your duty by 
obeying the king's order. Go home, and offer my 
reverence to the three mothers-in-law. As | have 
to save my husband from infame, | shall stay here. 
Tell your brother, on my behalf, to remain dutiful 
towards his subjects. As for me, look at me, 
Lakshmana, | am with child." Lakshmana replied, 
"| have always seen your feet and never the face. 
Why do you ask me to look at you now ?" So 
saying, Lakshmana went round her, bowed to her, 
and left for home, crying. 


Sita was alone, sobbing, on a bank of the 
river. Some boys who happened to come that 
Side saw her. They then ran to Valmiki and 
requested him to take care of her. Valmiki went 
to Sita and said, "By dint of meditation, | know you 
are late king Dasharatha’s daughter-in-law and 
Ramachandra's queen. | am aware of your chastity. 
You are welcome to my cottage. Stay here. The 
lady-hermits will look after you." Sita felt con- 
soled and agreed to stay in the hermitage. She 
followed Valmiki who, then, introduced her to the 
lady-hermits. 
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Sumantra consoles Lakshmana : 

On the way back to Ayodhya, Sumantra, the 
elderly driver, consoled Lakshmana saying, "Prince, 
do not feel so melancholy. According to a 
prophesy made by Durvasa to the late king 
Dasharatha in Vasishtha's cottage, long ago, Sita 
will give birth to two sons ; and Rama will transfer 
the crown to one of them." Hearing this prediction, 
which the old man had kept a secret so long, 
Lakshmana felt very happy. He reached Ayodhya. 


Rama-rajya : 

Rama's reign was an age of justice. Offenders, 
who violated the social customs, were severely 
punished, and offences done even to animals were 
not ignored. 


Shatrughna fights Lavana : 

One day, some sages living on the banks of the 
Yamuna,came to Rama. They submitted, "Lord, 
Lavana, the son of Madhu,is notorious for his ugly 
deeds. He is disturbing us continuously. Please 
protect us from his cruelty.” Rama promised their 
protection. Thereafter he wanted to know who 
amongst his three brothers would volunteer to kill 
Lavana. Bharata volunteered himself first; then 
Lakshmana ; and thereafter Shatrughna. Choosing 
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Shatrughna for the purpose,Rama said to him, 
"Dear, | make you the ruler of that region. Go there 
and kill Lavana. He has received a spear from 
Shiva. So long as the spear is in his hand, he 
remains invincible. Therefore, challenge him for 
a fight when he is without that weapon, preferably 
when he is returning from woods. You will then 
be able to overcome him." 


Shatrughna sent his battalions to Madhu's 
region, and he himself started a little later. On the 
way, he halted in Valmiki's hermitage where he 
spent a night. That very night, Sita gave birth to 
twins. Valmiki performed the religious rituals for 
the babies who were named Kusha and Lava. 
Coming to know of the children's birth at midnight, 
Shatrughna entered Sita's cottage and said, 
“Mother, | congratulate you.” Next morning he 
took leave of Valmiki and went on towards his 
destination. 


Having reached Madhu-pura, Shatrughna had a 
tough scuffle with Lavana. Eventually Shatrughna 
killed the demon, and started rehabilitating the town. 
In twelve years it grew into a full fledged city. 
Then Shatrughna went to Ayodhya for a change. 
On the way he halted for a week at Valmiki's 
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hermitage, where he heard the story of Rama being 
sung. In Ayodhya,he was received with much 
affection by al. After a week's stay there 
Shatrughna returned to Madhupura. 


Performance of Ashwamedha : 
Rama once had consultations with Bharata and 
Lakshmana regarding the performance of a 
| Rajasuya. Bharata did not give his consent, 
reasoning that it involved much violence in fights. 
Rama appreciated Bharata's statement. Thereafter 
Rama accepted Lakshmana's proposal for an 
Ashwamedha. 


A special horse was released under the care 
of Lakshmana. Naimishaforest was chosen to be 
the venue of that grand performance. Bharata 
made all necessary arrangements for board and 
lodging of the guests including Sugriva and 
Vibhishana. Gifts were profusely given, and even 
the very old people remarked about the per- 


formance, “We have never seen such a superb 


function in our life time.” 


Vālmīki was also a guest in this Yajna. He 
had come with Sita, Kusha, Lava and other disciples. 
He instructed Kusha and Lava, “You are to sing the 
story of Rama, moving through various avenues. 
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Take delicious fruits, and you will not feel tired. 
Twenty chapters of the book are to be sung in a 
day. Do not accept presents out of greed. If 
somebody asks you about your parentage, tell him 
only this much that you are my students. Do not 
show any disrespect to the king, as he is a 
respectable person of dignity." 


Kusha and Lava recite the Ramayana : 

Next morning Kusha and Lava started their 
recitation of Rama's story. |t was fascinating. 
Rama had invited scholars of repute, along with 
general public to whom these two boys sang the 
verses. All were extremely happy to listen to 
them. Whosoever saw them exclaimed, "We see no 
difference of shape between Rama and these boys.” 


The boys recited first twenty chapters to 
Rama in the morning session. Pleased with their 
recitation. Rama in the afternoon session awarded 
aprize of eighteen thousand gold coins to each 
of them. But they refused to have the coins saying, 
‘What shall we do with these coins ? We live in 
a forest and eat fruits.” 


Rama enquired, "What is the volume of your 


song? Who has composed it and where is the 
author now ?” 
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They replied, "The reverend Valmiki is the 
author of this composition. He has come to attend 
this function. The song is composed in twenty- 
four thousand verses, divided into seven cantos. 
We shall recite the whole poetry to you, if you so 
desire." Rama agreed, and the boys went back 
to Valmiki's apartment. 


Rama listened to Kusha and Lava for many 
days. During that period he came to know that 
both the boys were Sita's sons. Rama then sent 
some messengers to Valmiki,saying, "Go to the 
great sage and tell him that if Sita, with your 
permission of course, has a mind to prove her 
purity before the people by and large, she is 
welcome to the assembly.” 

Vàlmiki's praise for Sita : aps 

The messengers obeyed the king. Valmiki 
said, “Yes, Sita would like to do so, since for a 
faithful woman her husband is the living God." The 
reply of the sage was conveyed to the king, who 
then invited all guests to assemble under a common 
canopy to witness how Sita proved her chastity. 

Valmiki came to the assembly. Sita followed 
him. Some spectators praised Rama while others 


Praised Sita. 
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Addressing the assembly, Valmiki proclaimed, 
"O son of Dasharatha, here is Sita, the pure and 
chaste. Afraid of infame, you banished her near 
my cottage. She will prove her fidelity and loyalty 
to you. You may ask her to do so. These Sita's 
twins are your own sons. | am a sage, a son of 
Pracheta. | do not remember to have ever told a 
lie in my life. | have practised austere penances 


for a long time. | will not enjoy the fruits thereof, 
if Sita is not chaste.” 


Rama said with folded hands, "| know Sita to 
be absolutely pure, as you say, sir. She had also 
proved her conduct in the presence of deities on 
the outskirts of Lanka. Even then my sending 
away Sita to your hermitage was totally due to 
my apprehension of infame. | beg your pardon for 
that. Please excuse me. | also know that these 
twins,Kusha and Lava,are my sons. Let Sita prove 


her purity now in this assembly, She deserves my 
affection.” 


Knowing Ràma's decision, the deities, headed 
by Brahma,arrived at that place. Suddenly the air 
became pure and laden with sweet, celestial 
fragrance ; and every body felt joyous and 
astonished at this peculiar miracle. 
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Sita, clad in ochre-colour clothes stood there 
with her eyes towards the Mother Earth. She 
folded her hands and said, "As | have never had in 
my mind any person other than Raghava, the 
goddess Earth will form a cavity for me. As ! 
have always adored Rama through my mind, speech 
and action, the goddess Earth will grant me a 
place. As have spoken the truth that | know not 
anybody else than Rama (as my spouse), the 
goddess Earth will make a way for me." 


Sita having spoken so, there appeared a 
wonderful and beautiful throne coming out from the 
It was borne up by stout serpents on their 
On that throne was sitting the goddess 
"You are 


earth. 


hoods. 
Earth. Taking Sita in her arms, she said, 
welcome”, and seated her on the throne. 

The deities showered flowers over Sita sitting 
on that throne, and said, "Victory to you, O Sita, 
whose conduct is so superb." The entire assembly 
was happy but amazed to witness this extra- 


ordinary incident. 
The Mother Earth took Sita, her daughter, to 


Rasātala. 
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Kusha and Lava recite the rest of the story : 

It was but natural for Rama to be sad and 
sorry. Brahma consoled him and said, "Now listen 
to what you will be doing in future. Kusha and 
Lava will recite to you the rest of your career. 


Valmiki, the omniscient sage, has already composed 
it.” 


Brahma and other deities went to their abodes, 
and Rama followed by his retinue returned to 
Ayodhya. There he asked his sons to recite the 
rest of the story they had learnt by heart. Kusha 
and Lava obeyed. 


Rama did not marry again. He used to keep a 
golden statue of Sita with him in the religious 
ceremonies he held. He reigned for a long, long 
time. It was an era of prosperity of all kinds. 


Ram's mothers decease : 


Kaushalya, Kaikeyi and Sumitra in their very 
old age left for their celestial home to meet the 
late King Dasharatha there. 

Gargya arrives : 

One day Gargya, the priest of Yudhàjit, came to 
Ayodhya. Yudhajit was the chief of Kekaya 
province, and he was Bharata's maternal uncle. 
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Rama, accompanied by his brothers,received Gargya 
on the outskirts of the city, and brought him to the 
palace. Gargya presented to Rama various gifts 
sent by the king, and thus delivered his message, 
"The province situated on both the banks of the 
Sindhu river is ruled over by Gandharvas. Conquer 
them and have your administration there.’ Rama 
said, "Yes", and, looking at Bharata, said to the 
guest,” Taksha and Pushkala, the two sons of Bharata 
will go there, conquer that province and divide it 
into two for themselves. Bharata will go with them, 
and having completed the task, will come back: to 


Ayodhya.’ 


Taksha and Pushkala : 

Taksha and Pushkala were appointed chiefs of 
the conquered land. The task was completed in five 
years after which period Bharata returned home. 


Angada and Chandraketu : 
Desirous of appointing Lakshmana's sons, 


Angada and Chandraketu as chiefs of some pro- 


vinces, Rama consulted Bharata. He suggested 


Kàrupatha for that purpose. Rama agreed, and 
Converted that land into two settlements. Angada 


became the ruler of Angadiya city, and Chandraketu 


Of Chandrakanta. 
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Brahma sends a messenger : 

Brahma sent a messenger to Rama. Assuming 
the shape of a sage, he approached Lakshmana 
through whom he wanted to see Rama. Lakshmana 
arranged the meeting. The messenger said to Rama, 
"Let nobody else hear what | have to tell you. Put 
somebody on special duty so that we hold a 
meeting in camera. You have to put an end to the 
person who comes here when we are talking 
privately." Agreeing to the messenger's condition, 
Rama asked Lakshmana to be at the gate of the 


court in place of the doorkeeper. Lakshmana 
stood there. 


The messenger told Rama that he had been 
sent there by Brahma whose message he delivered 
like this, "Lord, you are my progenitor. | was born 
in a lotus coming out of your navel in the beginning 
of this creation. You have ordered me to look after 
the process of creation, and you have taken upon 
you, on your own, the duty of preservation 
thereof. You always help the deities, the sons of 
Aditi. Having killed Ravana and thus having saved 
the deities from his atrocities, you have completed 
the work you wanted to do. Would you now 
like to come to us? You may stay there or live 
with the deities, if you so desire." 
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Rama smiled and replied, "| am glad to see 
you here and to get Brahma's message through 
you. | appear in various forms to save the good 
people. ! shall now go to the place from where | 
came here." 


Durvasa arrives : 
While Rama and the celestial messenger were 


thus talking together, there came on the gate, 
Durvasa who asked Lakshmana to inform Rama of 
his arrival. 

Lakshmana said, "The king is busy at the 
moment, sir, talking to some important person in 
privacy. May | know the purpose of your meeting 
him? ” 

Durvasa—"O son of Sumitra, go at once and 
report my arrival to the king. If you do not budge 
immediately, | will cast a curse not only upon you 
alone but also upon Ràma, Bharata, your children 
and the entire city of Ayodhya.’ 


With a view to avoiding any curse upon his 
brothers, cousins and the city, Lakshmana entered 
the private chamber where Rama was talking to 
the messenger. He informed Rama of Durvasa’s 
arrival. Then Rama bid farewell to the messenger 
and came to the gate to receive Durvasa with all 


due respectful ceremonies. 
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Durvasa said, “King, | am feeling very hungry. 
| want food." 

Rama offered food to Durvasa. The sage 
then thanked him and went away to his hermitage. 


Indra escorts Lakshmana to heaven : 

Remembering the condition put by the celestial 
messenger, Rama felt very sad. Lakshmana, how- 
ever, advised his brother to slay him to fulfil the 
pledae. 


Rama called a meeting of the cabinet and 
asked them to advise him in that critical situation. 


All kept quiet except Vasishtha who said, "Leave 
Lakshmana and keep your promise." 


Rama had to say to Lakshmana, "| abandon 
you, brother. Abandoning some body is like killing 
him." 

Lakshmana then did not go home. He went 
straight to the bank of Sarayu, and sat there 
controlling his breath. Thereafter Indra descended 
from the celestial region and escorted Lakshmana 
bodily, to heaven. 

Transfer of kingship : 

Rama expressed his desire to transfer his 

crown to Bharata, as thereafter he himself wanted 
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to go to a forest. Having come to know of Rama's 
intention, Bharata refused to be a king, requesting 
Rama to bestow the kingship upon Kusha and Lava. 
Agreeing to Bharata's suggestion supported by the 
people, Ráma made Kusha the king of Kushavati 
and Lava that of Shravasti. 


Subahu and Shatrughati : 

Rama then sent messengers to invite 
Shatrughna to Ayodhya. Shatrughna divided his 
kingdom into two, and gave Subahu,his elder son, 
the kingship of Mathura, and made his younger son, 
Shatrughati, the ruler of Vaidisha. He then came to 
Ayodhya. 

Rama talks to Jambavan,Hanuman andothers: 

Rama expressed his wish to leave Ayodhya 
for his eternal abode. Having come to know his 
wish, Sugriva and Vibhishana and other friends 
came to see him. They had a mind to follow him. 
Rama agreed, saying ‘yes’ to all except a few. He 
asked Jambavan, Mainda and Dvivida to remain on 
this earth till the beginning of Kaliyuga. To 
Vibhishana he said. “You rule over Lanka as 
long as the Sun and the Moon shine in the sky. 
And one things mores have elsey- Continue to 
worship Shri Ranganatha Bhagavan who is the 
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Deity of my dynasty coming down from Ikshwaku.” 
To Hanuman he said, "Remain on this very globe 
so long as my story is prevalent here. Obeying my 
orders, be happy.” Hanuman was really happy to 
have these orders from his Master. He agreed to 
stay here. 


Rama leaves Ayodhya : 


When Rama left Ayodhya for Sarayü, all 
citizens followed him. Even the birds and beasts 
went after him. Nobody stayed back in the city. 
Bharata and Shatrughana were there ; and the bow 


and the arrows of Rama assumed human shapes 
to follow the Masver. 


They came to the bank of the river. Brahma 
and other deities also arrived there, standing in the 
sky. Brahma said to Rama, ” 


Lord, we have come 
to welcome you." 


Rama as Vishnu : 


Shri Ràma, accompanied by Bharata and 
Shatrughna, bodily entered into the effulgence of 
Vishnu. The deities then paid their reverence to 
Rama in the form of Vishnu. 
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The final blessing : 

Shri Vishnu Bhagavan then told Brahma to give 
honourable place in heaven to those who had left 
Ayodhya and followed him. Brahma submitted, 
"Lord, whosoever followed you—be that being 
even a bird or a beast — will be given a place 


in regions called Santanaka, which are adjacent to 


the Brahmaloka:’ 


Index 
(Persons & Places) 


Aditi afafa Mother of the deities 
Agastya H«c" A sage 
Agneya s T1 A missile emitting fire 

Ahalya agzat Wife of a sage named Gautama 

Airavata tzraad Indra's elephant 

Akampana atq A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Hanuman 

Aksha aa One of Ravana’s sons 

Aniala ana One of the four councillors of Vibhishana's 

Anasuya aqqat Wife of a sage named Atri 

Angada 4 1. Bali’s son ; 2. Lakshmana's son 

Angadiya nâr City ruled over by Angada, Lakshmana’s son 

Arishta afzsz A mountain whose peak Hanuman climbed while going 

back from Lanka 

Ashoka-vatika amta-arfeat A garden of Ashoka trees 

Ashwamedha azaña A great YAJNA performed by kings 

Atikaya afar A general in Ravana's army, killed by Lakshmana 

Atri afa A sage 

Ayodhya aateat Capital of Koshala 

Ayomukhi smit A rakshasi whose nose and ears were chopped off by 


a: a Lakshma 
Bali att Sugriva’s elder brother f "4 


Bana art One of Shiva’s devotees and a rival of Ravana 

Bhadra az A spy in the service of Rama 

Bharadwaja sxzt* A sage living in Prayaga 

Bharata stz4 One of the four sons of King Dasharatha 

Brahma sa Lord, the Creator 

Brahma-loka sarete The highest Celestial region 

Brahmastra agm A missile of Brahma 

Chandrakanta a-z41eaT A city ruled over by Lakshmana’s younger son, 

Chandraketu 

Chandraketu aag Lakshmana's younger son 
Chitrakuta fa43:z A mountain where Rama stayed for some time during 


his exile 
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Dandaka zs% A forest where Rama roamed during his exile 
Dasharatha awt King of Ayodhya ; Rama's father 

Devantaka «arem A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Hanuman 
Devavati 24441 Wife of Sukesha, a rakshasa 

 Dhanyamàlini ateaatfaat One of Ravana’s queens 

Dharmaraja sixrs The deity of justice 

Dhata atat A deity 

Dhimraksha zara A general in Ravana’s army, 
Dundubhi #afa A demon killed by Bali 
Durvasa zatar A sage, son of Atri & Anasūyā 
Dashana ga't A rakshasa killd by Rāma 
Dwivida fgfaz A general in Sugriva’s army 
Gandhamadana ears (i) A general in the army of Sugriva (ii) a mountain 


Gandharva 544 A demi-god 
Ganga 771 The most sacred river in India 
Gargya 33 A priest of Bharata's maternal uncle, Y udhajit 
Garuda ve Lord Vishnu's vehicle 
Garuda-vyuha qussqa Arrangement of an army in the shape of an eagle 
Gautama maT A great sage, husband of Ahalya 
Gavaksha ara A general in Sugriva’s army 
Gaya 77 A general in Sugriva’s army 
Gayatri "1t. (i) A sacred verse of the Vedas 

(ii) The deity of that sacred verse 


Godavari mtalazt A river 


= Chief of the Bhils ; Rama’s friend 
iar ouncillor of Sugriva ; a devotee of Ram? 


a A prominent (Gi 
asd rakshasas created by Brahma long, long ago 
Himalaya feata7 A well known mountain 
Ikshwaku ze4T$ A forefather of Rama 
Indra zz Chief of the deities 
Jambavan SIFT? Chief of the bear-army 
Jambumali argait A general in Ravana 5 army, 


Janaka 44% King of Mithila, Sita’s foster-father 


d ; in Dandaka forest, inhabited by 14 thousand 
Janasthana s4617 A colony 1n soldiers of Khara and Düshana 


ght Ravana to save Sita from him 


killed by Hanuman 


killed by Hanuman 


fatayu 121g A vulture who fou 


sara Indra’s son A i 1 
ele qae A rakshasa killed by Rama and Lakshmana 


Kaikasi sa) Rávana's mother 
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<aikeyi $a King Dasharatha's second queen ; Bharata's mother 
Kailasha ņam A mountain where Lord Shiva lives 
Kampana **T4 A General in Ravana’s army 
Kartikeya atfata Shiva's son 
Karupatha q4 A place where Angada and Chandraketu, both 

Lakshmana's sons, built their cities, Angadiya and Chandrakanta 
Kaushalya aret King Dasharatha’s queen; Rama’s mother 
Kekaya à" A province of ancient India 
Kesari aÑ Hanuman’s father 
Ketumati 3sgadt Wife of Sumali 
Khara «x A rakshasa killed by Rama 
Kishkindha faftarat Sugriva’s capital 
Koshala aiaa A province of ancient Ind 
Krauncha 32 A bird 
Kumbha $z« Kumbhakarna's elder son 
Kumbhakarna graai Ravana’s younger brother 
Kusha FT (i) Rama’s elder son 

(ii) A sacred grass 
Kushadhwaja gaeas Janaka’s younger brother 
Kushavati şura A city ruled over by Kusha 
Kuvera 33x A demi-god;.Chief of Yakshas 
Lakshmana ww" One of the four sons of 

brother 
Lanka «xr (i) City ruled over by Ravana 
(ii) A lady soldier guarding the main gate of the city of Lanka 
Lava «4 Rama’s younger son 
Lavana aa A demon, son of Madhu, rulin 
Madhu #4 A demon 
Madhu-pura magz Modern Mathura 
Mahaparshwa Harada A general in Ravana’s army, 
Mahendra Herz (i) Indra (ii) a mountain 
Mahodara Qgi«x A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Nila 
Mainaka 441% A mountain in the sea 
Mainda sa A general in Sugriva’s army 
Makaraksha 3$ret A son of Khara, killed by Rama 
Mali areit A son of Sukesha and Devavati * 
Malyavan “eaat A son of Sukesha & Devavati related to Ravana as his 
maternal grandfather 


ia, with Ayodhya as its capital 


King Dasharatha ; Rama’s 


g over Madhupura 


killed by Rishabha 
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Manava ata A missile 

Mandakini H-atfmat A river near Chitrakuta 

Mandavi a1z4t Bharata's wife 

Mandodari mA Ravana’s principal queen 

Manthara 3x1 Kaikeyi’s maidservant 

Maricha ara Ravana’s maternal uncle 

Matali arafa Indra’s charioteer 

Maya #4 A renowned architect 

Meghanada a«r& Ravana's son 

Mritasanjivani qaasi A life-giving herb 

Nagaraja arius The king of Nagas, the serpents 

Naimisha afag A sacred forest 

Nala 44 An engineer in Sugriva's army 

Nandi a«£t Lord Shiva's vehicle, the Bull 

Nandigrama afizata A village where Bharata stayed for fourteen years 
during Rama’s exile 

Narada azz Brahma's mind-born son 

Narayana arma Synonym of Lord Vishnu 

Nikumbha fag" Kumbhakarna's younger son, killed by Hanuman 

Nikumbhila fagfetat A goddess whom Meghanada worshipped 

Nila Ña An engineer in Sugriva’s army 

Nishakara frm#z A sage who made a prophecy to Sampàti 

Pampa TFaT A pool near Rishyamtka 

Panasa v44 One of the four councillors of Vibhishana 

Panchawati 1=7421 A grove formed by five big banyan trees 

Parashurama T2{Ua4 A great sage with Divinity in him ; son of Renuka 


and Jamadagni 
Plaksha caat Sugriva' 
Prabhava W*"T4 Sugriva’s mini 
Pracheta 341 Valmiki’s father 
Prahasta Wet A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Nila 
Praheti 12f One of the two rakshasas created by Brahma long, long ago 
Prajangha 199 A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Angada 
Pramati safa One of the four councillors of Vibhishana 
Prayaga SATT Modern Allahabad 
Pushkala [ora Bharata’s younger son 
Pushpaka 997 The aeroplane primarily belonging to Kuvera 


s minister for cultural affairs 
ster for finance 
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Rajasuya XI A special ‘Y AJNA’ or ritual performed by kings 


Rama UH The hero of the Ramayana; King Dasharatha’s 
Ramachandra M eldest son 


Ramayana aaa The story of Rama, written first of all by Valmiki 


Ranganatha tqata The Deity worshipped by Shri Rama and his fore- 
fathers 


Rasátala <ataat One of the seven lower strata of this cosmic unit 
Ravana want Chief of the rakshasas 
Rishabha «w* (1) A general in Sugriva's army 


(2) A peak of the Himalaya where medicinal herbs grow 
Rishyashringa #4% A sage and priest who performed a son-giving ritual 
for King Dasharatha ; son of Vibhandaka 
Ruma HT Sugriva's queen 
Sala ata A tree 
Sampati atatfat Jatayu’s elder brother 
Sandhani a-atat A herb of great medicinal value for healing wounds 
Sankashya «Tg A town 
Santanaka qmm A divine locus 
Sarama azar A good-natured rakshasi attending upon Sita in Ashoka-Vatika 
Sarana atza A spy of Ravana 
Sarayu azq A river near Ayodhya 
Siddhashrama fiar Vishwamitra’s hermitage 
Sinhika fafest A demoness living in the sea 
Sita sart The heroine of the Ramayana ; Rama's wife 
Shabari 33€! A pious lady living in a forest 
Shakti fst A missile 
Sharabha I7% A general in Sugriva’s army 
Sharabhanga mig A sage 
Shardula arg% One of Ravana’s spies 
Shatananda watz King Janaka’s chief priest 
Shatrughati waenir Shatrughna’s son 
Shatrughna qaq One of the four sons of king Dasharatha, Rama’s 
younger brother 
Shatrunjaya sass A royal elephant in Ayodhya 
Shona mit A river, modern Sone 


Shonitaksha mforatet A 


general in Ravana’s army, killed by Dwivida 
Shravasti 


aradt A city ruled over by Lava 
Shrutakirti gaafe Shatrughna's wife 
Shurpanakha miat Ravana’s sister 

Shuka T5 One of Ravana’s Spies 

Soma atm A deity 
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Subahu garg 1. Shatrughna's elder son 
2. Tadaka’s son killed by Rama 
f Sugriva fa King of Kishkindha; younger brother of Bali 
Sukesha ga Son of Vidyutkesh ; abandoned by his mother ; Lord Shiva 
made him immortal 
Sumali garet Son of Sukesh and Devavati 
Sumantra qued King Dasharatha's minister 
Sumati gafa King of Vishala 
Sumitra afaat King Dasharatha’s youngest queen 
| Sundari gañ Malyavan’s wife 
Suparshwa qae Ravana’s minister who 
Surasa gzat Mother of the Nagas 
Surya qa The Sun-god 
Sushena gù Sugriva's father-in-law ; a physician 
Sutikshna qiie" A sage 
Suvarnakarani gae ctt A herb of medicinal value 
Suvela gaat The mount where Rama arranged Sugriva's army to fight 
against that of Ravana 
Swayamprabha *4THWT A pious lady living in a cave-house 
Syandika safaat A river 
Tadaka argat A rakshasi killed by Rama. 
Maricha's mother 
Taksha qa Bharata's elder son 
Tamasa ava A river near Valmiki's cottage 
Tara att A general in Sugriva's army 
Tara ater Bali’s wife 
Trijata faszt A goodnatured lady atten 
Trishira fafazr 1. Ravana’s relative, killed by Hanuman 
2. Another demon killed by Rama 
Urmila sfaat Lakshmana’s wife ; daughter of Kushadhwaja 
Uttaraphalguni sarmi A constellation considered to be auspicious for 
marriages 


Vaijayanta 274-7 A forest in south 


Vajradanshtra q«y4cz A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Angada 
f y of Ràma; the author of the 


Valmiki areWif& A sage contemporar of 
Ramayana 


f the royal priests in Ayodhya 
e of cosmic waters 
her ; royal priest 
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desisted him from slaying Sita 


She was Sunda’s wife and 


ding upon Sita in Ashoka-vatika 


Vamadeva arqaa One o 
Varuna q% A deity incharg 
Vasishtha afass Rama’s teac 


'asuda agat Wife of Mali 

'ayavya arqea A missile causing strong winds 

Teda 3a A book of sacred verses revealed to various sages 
Jedashruti 3asrfa A river 

Vegadarshi à:asi A general in Sugriva’s army 

Vibhishana fastan Ravana’s brother 

Vidhata faatat The deity Fortune 

Vidyutkesha faers:st Son of Prahasta 

Vimàna fana An aeroplane 

Vindhya faeq A mountain 

Viradha faxra A rakshasa 

Virüpáksha fasma A general in Ravana's army 

Vishala famat A city of ancient India 

Vishnu fae God, the Supreme ; the preserver 

Vishrava fasat Ravana’s father 

Vishwamitra fagatfaa A renowned sage 

Yama z« The deity of life 

Yamuna agat A river; Yama's sister 

Yudhajit zarfa Bharata’s maternal uncle 

Yupaksha qra A general in Ravana’s army, killed by Mainda 
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